May 6, 2008 Woburn Assessment Team

Trial Group: Kevin Bill, Vicki, Don

Module 9 : Expert Witness
Overarching Goal: Ability to present scientific concepts to lay people.

Learning Objective (stated 3 ways)

Develop a believable opinion based on scientific knowledge.

Students can be an effective expert witness for a specific point of view (believable expert)

Who do you believe and why

Assessment: Rubric for assessment of presentation by student team

	
	General Presentation
	Reasoning and Argument
	

	Exemplary


	
	
	

	Mastery


	
	
	

	Basic


	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	9
	General Presentation
	Reasoning and Argument
	

	Exemplary


	Construct arguments from a lay prospective that substantiate an opinion and refute the opposition and can adapt to scruntiny, prepare afidavit
	Use sound scientific reasoning to refute arguments from the oposition that can be interpreted by lay observers.Prepare concise support documents.
	

	Mastery


	Construct arguments that substantiate an opinion and refute the opposition, prepare afidavit
	Construct scientific arguments that can be interpreted by lay observers. Prepare concise support documents.
	

	Basic


	Develop an opinion and supporting documents, prepare afidavit
	Understand basic sientific arguments. Prepare concise support documents.
	

	
	
	
	


Module 10: Deposition

Overarching Goal: Construct arguments based on data.  
Design a series of interrogatories for the deposition that will enable you to minimize surprises and maximize your strength

Learning Objective:  Be facile with knowledge surrounding case

Demonstrate by effectively query opposition and strong defense of case.

Enter trial with strong position based on well informed case and strong understanding of what opposition knows (minimize surprises) 

Assessment: Rubric for assessment of deposition

	
	Strength of position
	Elements of surprise
	

	Exemplary


	High
	None to low
	

	Mastery


	High to moderate
	Minimal to moderate
	

	Basic


	Moderate
	many
	

	
	
	
	


	10
	General Presentation
	Reasoning and Argument

	Exemplary

	Prepare to present position that strengthens your team’s argument, while weakening the opposition’s position.
	Assess arguments and synthesize interpretations.  Prepare support documents.

	Mastery

	Prepare objective evaluation of the information and prepare deposition support documents
	Interpret data, synthesize explaination of positions, and prepare support documents. 

	Basic

	Understand the perspective of the expert character, prepare deposition displays
	Data interpretation and explaination.


Module 11: Trial Preparation and Procedures

Overarching Goal: demonstration that student can do the role playing and effectively communicate and teach concepts
Learning Objective:


Line up witness

Questioning witnesses

Purpose of testimony

Response of witnesses

Assessment: Rubric for assessment of trial prep and procedures
	
	General Presentation
	Reasoning and Argument
	

	Exemplary


	
	
	

	Mastery


	
	
	

	Basic


	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Module 12: Executing the Mock Trial
Overarching Goal: conduct  a trial of the Woburn case to completion with verdict and jury debriefing
Learning Objective:
1. participate in trial process

2. explain scientific concepts to lay audience in a courtroom

3. presentation and “thinking-on-your feet” under time pressure and in an adversarial environment

Assessment: 

Assessment: Rubric for assessment of presentation

	
	Participate
	Explain Scientific concepts
	Thinking on your feet

	Exemplary


	Outstanding job fulfilling role
	
	Understand and incorporate broader implications of the Woburn trial

	Mastery


	Fulfill role
	Recognize standard of care of the day, recognize shades of grey
	Recognize opposing argument react appropriately



	Basic


	Reiterate basic facts associated with role
	Black and white thinking
	Respond with minimal elaboration

	
	
	
	


Module 13

Overarching Goal: Use the findings of the Woburn case as a template for evaluating the clean-up of sites with a wide array of contaminants, and geological and hydrogeological characteristics.

Learning Objective:

Assessment: Rubric for assessment of presentation

	
	Woburn clean-up
	template
	

	Exemplary


	Evaluate efficiencies among remediation schemes
	Predict conditions at other sites, dynamics of remediation trans
	

	Mastery


	Connect physical and chemical aspects of sub-surface conditions
	Recognize that site characteristics are key to effective remediation
	

	Basic


	Recapitulate remediation schemes at Woburn
	Export stratigies to similar sites
	

	
	
	
	


