Drums found near Woburn wells, jury told
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A federal court jury was (ol
yesterday how grologists and
chemlsts found abandoned drums
Jeaking ally and tarlike suls-
stances on land in Woburn wilhin
GO0 feet of the Lwo clty wells hmpli-
caled Ln thal cily’s leukemnta
Héaths.

The drums were found during

CLOSE

WOBURN WELLS

an nvestgilion of a LR-aere par-
cel of land formerly owoed by the
[ead rlen TForeta oy, oe ol bwno dis
fendants i Lhe elvll sull hronght
by elghl families who clalin the
poliuted waler from the clly wells
made them (Il and led o ihe dealh
of five chikiren from Jeukenta.
John . Ixobinskl, & geologist
who led 1hal investigatlon last
sinmer lor a eansulling Mrm
hired by the platnilits” Tanltles,

ilse tobd of Binding pesticlde con-
tadner caps and a label from a con-
tnlner of an dndustrial solvent
Touticl 111 those wells.

ihil ebjectlons by Beatrlee's
lnwyers prevented Drobinsled from
beglnning 1o testily aboul wheih-
er there s evidenee That the
dhrums were dumped an the prop-
erty before the wells were Toundd
contaminalbed in May 1979 anct
sl dow by state nuthorities.

Drobinski, who works for Wes
tun Geeplbiysical Corp. In Westhor
ourgh, is the first maleriai wilniess
called by the plaintiffs in the Lrial
thal began Monday hefore Jndge
Waller Jay Skinner in US Disteled
Courl in Buston,

Neatrice, based In Chicago,
owned the 15-acre parcel along
wilh IThe nearby John J. Riley
feather fumery Lelween 1978 and
1983 and assumed responsibliy
for environmental problems on
hoth those properlies,

Noih Beairlee and {ls codefen-
danl, Wk, Graee & Co., which o
erates a packaging machinery
plant a hall mile from lhie webs.
deny {hey canscd the pollulion of
the sickness.

Skinner has lold the shx-mem:
ber Jury thal before B censlders
the miedically canlraversial charge
that solvents in drinking waler
can lead to leukemiz, 1L st fiest
determine whether the two com-
panles are responsible for the pot-
It e,

Hoihe Jury absalves the two
firms of pollution, the trial wiil
cnd. But i 1t goes alony with the
familles' coutention thal the com-
panies authorized or condoneed
disposa!l of solvenis that gol into
the wells, Lhe trial could go on
thirough the summer.

hé. T . ?_._,,&!._ )
The remains of two Woburn wells, contaminated since 1§79, are
scattered over site after being bulldozed yesterday. In a suit under
way in federal court, a geclogist testified that leaky barreis were
found in an inspection of the area, FFage 82.
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