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INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING — A CBS 60 Minules' news feam interviewed

Mayor John Rabbitl in his City all office Tuesday for a report on W.R. Grace &
Co.’s involvemnent in bazardous waste contiuminalion, Mayer Rabbit! (leit) talks
with producer David Gelber (right) and correspondent Iid Bradley (scated) while
anunidentified crew member (center) sels up camera equipmoent.

Interviews Mayor Rabbitt

'60 Minutes' investigates
Woburn water woes

By LAUREL LUCAS

WOBURN — A CBS "60
Minutes'' news team is in lown,
campiling a story on Woburn's
contaminaled water problem.
80 Minutes” correspondent Ed
Bradley was in City Hall inler-
viewing Mayor Jolin Rabbill on
Tuesday.

Focus:
W.R. Grace

While a crew of a half-dozen
set up a truckload of cameras,
lights and cables in the mayor's
olfice, producer David Gelber
teok a few minutes lo talk about
the popular news show’s
presence in Woburn,

He said "“60 Minutes™ has been
researching the Waburn story
for the pasi few weeks. They
planned te shoot interviews
Tuesday and Wednesday.

The major [ocus of the piece
will be W.R. Grace & Co. and ils
Cryovace Division's involvement
in Woburn's hazardous waste
problem, Gether said.

e said CBS would he ooking
at the accusations lodged
against W.R. Grace, including

possible criminal charges.

(The company is being in-
vestigated by a federal grand
jury, according te informed
sources, for allegedly supplying
misinformation to the U.5. En-
vironmenlal Protection Agency.
The Daily Times Chronicie
recently revealed the existence
ol thal investigalion in an ex-
clusive reporl.)

“We're not making conclu-
sions aboul Grace's guilt or in-
nocence,’” Gelber said.

Several East Woburn families
have charged that W.R. Grace
contaminaled water which sup-
plied wells G and H and that the
water causoed several children to
coniract leukemia and olier il-
Inesses.

The PBS science series
“Nova™ plans to air a segment
on Woburn's hazardous waste
problem, but has agreed not to
air its segmenl before Lhe {rial,
due to begin in the next month or
fwo,

“‘Mova’s'’ agreemenft was
made with the judge in the case,
who had issued a gag order pro-
hibiling participants in the suil
from speaking te ilhe news
media. ‘‘Nova" made the,
agreement in order 1o interview

t Boh Courneyer phioto)

the parlicipants.

Gelber says CBS has made
“‘noe such agreement.” He would
not commil himself to a specific
air date, but said Lhe segment
wauld be airing in the next few
months and Lhal they are work-
ing ax fast as possible (0 gol Lhe
segmenl compleled,

Gelber said Bradley inler-
viewed Mayor Rabbilt because
“we know Llhe mayor has al-
templed to get some answers
from Grace and we want o
know if be is satisfied with what
he has heard.”

He said they plan 1o get W.I.
Grace's skle of the story as well.

He would nol say wha clse
would be inlerviewed by 80
Minutes,”” hut said it was a “fair
assumplion” that it would in-
clude sume residents.

When asked il CBS would in-
terview anyone from the US.
Environmenlal Prolection
Agency, Gelber said they were
“negoliating with the gov-
ernment’” about that.

Gelber also joked aboul lhe
difliculties of on-lecation
shooling in Woburn. "We came
up here to invesligale a waler
problem and what we found was
a lraflic problem,™ he said.
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