		Name_______________________________


Earth Surface Processes: Hazards
Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is to allow you to explore hazards in North Carolina and around the United States, practice using interactive maps, and help you think about the types of datasets that may be useful for studying hazards.

Knowledge and Skills: This activity will help you identify various natural hazards, where they occur, and hazard exposure levels in North Carolina and around the United States.

Task:
1. Visit at least 2 of the websites linked below, one broad scale (US or global) and one North Carolina site
2. Answer the questions below.  Feel free to work in groups.
 
Criteria for evaluation: Your answers will be turned in and graded for completeness
1 point = minimal answers provided
	2 points = answers provided are incomplete or do not address the questions
	3 points = answers are complete and are written in complete sentences


Websites and description

Explore these interactive maps of natural hazards and risks at the global and national scale.
· https://coastal.climatecentral.org/
· https://tinyurl.com/NaturalHazardRisk

You’ll also want to explore at least one of the North Carolina data sets
· https://tinyurl.com/NCLandslides
· Interactive Map of Landslides in Western North Carolina
· https://tinyurl.com/NCFloodRisk
· Interactive Flood Risk Information System for North Carolina
· https://tinyurl.com/NCCoastalData
· Data on coastal flooding, groundwater, and land subsidence 






Questions

1. Choose 2 areas from the global/national scale maps and compare them in terms of specific hazards.  
a. Write two locations and the 2-3 highest hazard categories in these locations.




2. Speculate as to WHY those hazards vary the way they do:
a. Do hazards vary between the 2 locations? Predict what might be causing that variation based on what you know of those locations.



b. Do certain hazards show any correlation, e.g., if one hazard is high another one is also high? Which? If not, are there any hazards you hypothesize should be correlated? 


c. Spend a few minutes exploring other areas on the hazard map to see if the correlation you hypothesized is true in other regions you’ve clicked on. What did you find? How does this change your hypothesis? 





3. Using the NC flood risk map, enter (one of your) your North Carolina addresses and examine flood risk.  How does the information on the interactive risk map differ from what you saw on the hazard map? 






4. How do you think laypeople (non-scientists) might use these websites, if at all? What kind of hazard information do you think would be most relevant to non-scientists?










5. What questions arise for you as a result of doing this activity?
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