Your name: ________________________________
AI Data Assignment
DUE: end of class, Thursday, February 19
The last week of October in 2025 was designated United Nations Global Media and Information Literacy Week. The theme for this year is "Minds Over AI" – Media & Information Literacy in Digital Spaces. 
From the United Nations: Artificial intelligence is rapidly transforming the way information is produced, distributed, and consumed in digital spaces. As AI technologies become more integrated into everyday communication, shaping news feeds, search results, and even content creation, the need for strong media and information literacy (MIL) has become increasingly urgent. MIL equips individuals with the critical thinking skills necessary to recognize, evaluate, and responsibly interact with AI-generated content. It empowers people to question sources, understand algorithmic influence, and make informed decisions in a digital environment dominated by automated systems. Emphasizing "Minds Over AI," the focus is on ensuring that human judgment, ethics, and critical awareness guide the use and interpretation of AI in our media landscapes.
My master plan is for us, during class, to explore and emphasize how we need to be cautious when it comes to utilizing AI tools for information – specifically data sets. Now, I want you to see what AI does if we ask about hurricanes. I want you to complete the data table below, then respond to the questions at the end. Remember we are using the “spaghetti string maps” for the hurricane tracks, where the box will give you the names of the tropical storms/hurricanes, the number so you can follow the trackway, the color to reflect the intensity/category along the trackway, etc. And if a hurricane reaches Category 3 or higher, then it is a major hurricane (MH).
[STEP 1] – Go to https://office.psu.edu/ and click on Chat in the left column. You should see a big, rectangular box in the middle of the page with a flashing cursor that says “Message Copilot.” Copy/paste the prompt below into the box:
Create a table with four columns – the first column is year, the second column is the number of major hurricanes for that year, the third column is the names of the major hurricanes for that year, and the fourth column lists the names of any hurricanes from that year that crossed over any of the Mid-Atlantic states. The top of the table should be 2025, and the table should go back in time to 1995. Align the entries to the left. Add horizontal lines (borders) to separate the header row from the data rows and to separate each data row. The column header should be in bold font.
Copilot will ask you if you want to export the table as an Excel or PDF file. Go ahead and export the table as Excel or PDF (*you will turn in this file with the data as well as this MS Word file in Canvas).
[STEP 2] – Turn to the person sitting next to you. Compare the data table generated by Microsoft Copilot. Are your two tables the same, or are there differences? Type here where the tables are different.
Enter your response here in purple


[STEP 3] – I only want you to focus on the years starting with 2016 and through/including 2025. For each year, you will compare the information provided in the table generated by Microsoft Copilot with the data on the NOAA spaghetti string maps, available at: https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/data/  Just scroll down to Tropical Cyclone Reports, and Atlantic, Caribbean, and the Gulf of Mexico, select the year. Again, be sure to look at the table, look for the letters MH and the color purple on the map (note that the purple may be hard to see if there is a year that has multiple pathways that cross over one another).
Type below the year and any incorrect information. If the row in the table is accurate, write the year and the word ‘correct’.
	Year
	Comments

	2025
	

	2024
	

	2023
	

	2022
	

	2021
	

	2020
	

	2019
	

	2018
	

	2017
	

	2016
	



[STEP 4] – Respond to the following questions.
[4A] How did you define “Mid-Atlantic States”? Please list the states you included as you double-checked to see if the hurricane trackway passed over one or more of the Mid-Atlantic states.
Enter your response here in purple

[4B] How did Microsoft Copilot do with your prompt? Were there consistent errors, or isolated errors? Describe the accuracy of the output.
Enter your response here in purple to all the questions above


[4C] If you hadn’t checked against the NOAA maps, you would have not known there were any errors – am I correct? How can we be smart consumers without spending all of the time double-checking what Copilot produced for us – or do we really need to spend this time?
Enter your response here in purple to all the questions above


[4D] Let’s say you are a media producer – either for a newspaper, or local TV, or radio – and it is the beginning of next year’s hurricane season in June 2026. You have been assigned to pull together a history of the major hurricanes that have impacted our region of the Mid-Atlantic states, to help people have an awareness and to be prepared for what may possibly happen. Would you use AI to pull together your story? What would the impact be if you only relied on the data from the Microsoft Copilot prompt you entered to learn about the history of natural disasters and hazards? 
Enter your response here in purple to all the questions above


