Mineral Identification Task Card

Specialty Group

General Characteristics

Procedural Roles:

Assign the roles below on the basis of last letter of middle name, closest to A is role 1.

1.  Facilitator/Time Keeper

2.  Materials Manager

3.  Recorder/Reporter

Challenge

You are specialists at a geology museum.  You have been out hiking on the Nine Mile Creek Trail in the majestic Oak Grove National Forest and managed to pick up several interesting mineral samples to add to your collection.  Everyone is trying to figure out as much as they can about the minerals.  In your specialty team, you will be examining:

General Characteristics

Your team challenge is to look at the mineral samples, 2 at a time, and try to find out as much information as you can.

Tasks

1.  
Read this task card

2.  
Formulate questions that can be answered with data and that can be asked about each mineral.  Consider measurements, cracks, breaks, shapes, proportions, dimensions.  

3. 
 Be sure that each group member has a copy of what the questions are and the method of data collection.  Each will need them later.

4. 
 Record data for each mineral that you examine.  Be sure to label each observation with the mineral number.

5.  
You will have 5 minutes to look at each set of 2 minerals.

6.  
At the end of each rotation, materials managers should pass minerals in a clockwise rotation.

Materials:

Minerals

Ruler

Tape Measure

Magnifying glass

