Magic Paper Activity 
A salt is any compound which can be derived from the neutralization of an acid and a base. The word "neutralization" is used because the acid and base properties of H+ and OH- are destroyed or neutralized. In the reaction, H+ and OH- combine to form HOH or H2O or water molecules. A neutralization is a type of double replacement reaction. A salt is the product of an acid-base reaction and is a much broader term then common table salt as shown in the first reaction.

The following are some examples of neutralization reactions to form salts.

a. HCl + NaOH --> NaCl + HOH

b. H2SO4 + 2 NH4OH --> (NH4)2SO4 + 2 HOH

c. 2 NaOH + H2CO3 --> N2CO3 + 2 NaOH

1. Moisten the soap in a cup of water.  
2. Dip a q-tip in the water 

3. Draw a small shape on the paper with the water dipped q-tip.

4. Record what happens

5. Draw a small shape on the paper using the soap.  

6. Record what happens.

7. Dip a new q-tip in a cup of lemon juice.

8. Draw a small shape on the paper using the lemon juice dipped q-tip.

9. Record what happens.  

10. What happens if you rub a lemon juice dipped qtip over a shape made by the soap?

11. Why do you think you got the results you did with the water? 

12. Using what you’ve learned so far about acids and bases explain what must be going on. 

