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INSTRUCTIONS:  You have just watched the movie "Awakenings."  Choose one of the opinion questions below and answer it.  Your answer should be one page (100-200 words) long and written neatly in black or blue ink or typed on a separate sheet of paper.  Use the back of the sheet to write a rough draft and then attach your final copy to this sheet.  Remember, this is your opinion, so there is no "correct" answer.

Opinion Questions
1) The title of this movie was “Awakenings.” During the movie, Leonard said, "... You didn't awake a thing, you woke a person."  That was just one awakening.  I believe that Dr Sayer, the nurses and Leonard’s girlfriend also “awoke” during this movie.  Chose one of these characters and tell me why they also awoke.

2) During the first part of the movie, Lucy stops when the pattern on the floor stops.  When Doctor Sayer paints in the pattern, Lucy goes to the window instead of the drinking fountain.  What did Doctor Sayer realize when he said, "She's looking out the... ?"  From this scene and others in the movie, what did you learn about how you should treat others?

3) Once Lucy realizes that she is no longer young, she said “I can't imagine being older than 22. I've no experience at it. I know it's not 1926. I just need it to be.”  What happens to her and the other patients in the movie would be like you going to sleep today, and waking up on your 45th birthday.  What would this be like?

4) Near the end of the movie, Eleanor and Dr. Sayer have the following discussion:  Dr. Sayer:  You told him I was a kind man. How kind is it to give life, only to take it away?  Eleanor:  It's given to and taken away from all of us.  Dr. Sayer: Why does that not comfort me?  Eleanor:  Because you are a kind man. Because he's your friend.  Do you believe Dr. Sayer was a kind man?  Why or why not?

5) Near the end of the movie, Dr. Sayer reflects on what Leonard had told him earlier, when he said, “What we do know is that, as the chemical window closed, another awakening took place; that the human spirit is more powerful than any drug - and THAT is what needs to be nourished: with work, play, friendship, family. THESE are the things that matter. This is what we'd forgotten - the simplest things. “ What are some of the things that matter in your life? Give at least 2-3 examples and explain to me why they are important to you.

6) When Dr. Sayer was trying to communicate with Leonard using a Ouija board, Leonard gave him the library code for the following poem: “His gaze is from the passing of bars so exhausted, that it doesn't hold a thing anymore. For him, it's as if there were thousands of bars and behind the thousands of bars no world. The sure stride of lithe, powerful steps, that around the smallest of circles turns, is like a dance of pure energy about a center, in which a great will stands numbed. Only occasionally, without a sound, do the covers of the eyes slide open-. An image rushes in, goes through the tensed silence of the frame- only to vanish, forever, in the heart. “  Why was this poem important to Leonard?
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