 HISTORY 262: Post-colonial South Asia

Winter 2008
Professor Parna Sengupta
email: psengupt@carleton.edu

Office: 208 Leighton, Phone: 646-4207, Office Hours: Tuesday 12-2, and by appointment
Books

1. Srirupa Roy, Beyond Belief: India and the Politics of Postcolonial Nationalism (Duke: Duke University Press, 2007)
2. Steven Kemper, The Presence of the Past ( I have copies of this text)
3. Vijay Prashad, The Karma of Brown Folk (Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press, 2000)

Articles on Reserve in Library
I will have selected readings on e-reserve at the library.  The password for e-reserves is hist.  A few of the articles will be accessible on MOODLE as PDF files.
Class Objectives:

This course will examine the transition from the colonial to the post-colonial state in South Asia.  It will examine the various historical "traces" of colonial rule in the policies of various post-colonial nations.  This course will examine this history in an explicitly interdisciplinary context.  We will primarily focus on India, but we will also explore some of the major historical issues in Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  The lectures and discussions will examine how these various nation states dealt with the imprint of colonialism, the struggle for democracy, the issues of cultural and religious plurality, the challenges of gender equality and the tensions engendered by increased globalization.  The course will use a wide range of primary and secondary sources as well as theoretical texts to illuminate the specificities of post-colonial modernity.   

Course Requirements:

Attendance Policy: You are allowed two unexcused absences.  After this, your absences will affect your participation grade (after all, how can you participate if you are not present).  I will, of course, make allowances for illness or any other kind of emergency

Participation: 25%  
This is a combination of a lecture and discussion course, but with an emphasis on discussion.  Participation will be based on the following:

a. Class Participation: This includes speaking and listening.  In addition, depending on your group number (G1, G2 or G3), you will be responsible for the reading on particular days.  On the day that you are assigned (by group number), I will expect you to write a short paragraphs analyzing the readings for the day and compose a discussion question based on the readings.  This will be due by 10 a.m. on the morning of class.  You should post it on Moodle.  These will not be individually graded but they are required.  You are required to do 5 out of 6 assignments. (15%)
b. Individual Class Discussion:  You will sign up for one of the class periods.  On that day, you will help frame the day’s readings and write questions.  I will expect you to speak between 5-8 minutes and you can either read an informal paper (that’s about 2-4 pages double-spaced) or speak off notes.  I will expect that you will have read the morning’s postings and integrate these into your presentation and questions.    (10%)
2 Papers based on readings (4-6 pages):  20% EACH (40%)
You will write two papers based on your readings.  I will give a separate assignment sheet on for each paper.  
Final Presentation and Paper:  This will be based on outside secondary source research on a topic of your choosing.  I will give you a longer assignment sheet to further explain the assignment. 
Presentation: 10% + Paper: 25% (8-10 pages)
Paper Policy: Late Papers: Each day that a paper is late, 2/3 of a full grade are deducted (A-(B).  I am happy to give extensions but you must ask two days before the assignment is due.  

a. Hard copies of papers: Your formal papers must be turned in as hard copies.  I will not accept paper attachments by email.  
* = e-reserves

Week One 
F 1/4: Introduction
Week Two: Partition and Its Futures
M 1/7:  The partition of British India
Reading: Sadat Hasan Manto, “Toba Tek Singh”:  

http://www.wordswithoutborders.org/article.php?lab=TobaBarbara Metcalf and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp. 200-227* G1
W 1/9: The idea of Pakistan

Reading: Quershi, Saleem M.M. “Iqbal and Jinnah: Personalities, Perceptions and 


Politics,” in Iqbal, Jinnah and Pakistan, ed. C.M. Naim. Syracuse: Maxwell School of 


Citizenship, 1979.* 
C.M. Naim, “Appendices of writings by Jinnah and Iqbal,” in Iqbal, Jinnah* G2

F 1/11: Refugees in the new nation

Reading: Md. Mahbubar Rahman and Willem Van Schendel, “ ‘I Am Not a Refugee’: 

Rethinking Partition Migration,” Modern Asian Studies 37, 3 (2003): 551-84. 

(On Moodle) G3
Week Three: Postcolonial India
M 1/14: Textbook histories
Reading: Barbara Metcalf and Thomas Metcalf, A Concise History of India, pp.227-59.*

Ayesha Jalal and Sugata Bose, A History of India, pp. 201-249.* G1 

W 1/16: India as a secular nation?
Reading: Pandey, Gyan. “Can a Muslim Be an Indian?” Comparative Studies in Society 

and History, vol. 41, no. 4 (October 1999).  (Find on Bridge, look up the name of the journal) G2
F 1/18: Nehruvian Socialism

Reading: Nehru, Jawaharlal. The Essential Writings of Jawaharlal Nehru, eds. S. Gopal 

and Uma Iyengar. India: Oxford University Press, 2003.* G3

Week Four: Nation and State
M 1/21: Beyond Belief, Introduction and Chapter 1 G1

W 1/23: Beyond Belief, Chapter 2 G2
THURSDAY 1/24: PAPER #1 DUE BY NOON IN MY BOX

F 1/25: Beyond Belief, Chapter 3 to end G3
Week Five: Religious Pluralism 
M 1/28: Sectarian Conflict in Pakistan

Reading: Zaman, Muhammad Qasim. “Sectarianism in Pakistan: The Radicalization of 

Shi’i and Sunni Identities.” Modern Asian Studies, vol. 32, no. 3 (July 1998): 689-716. 

(Find on Bridge) G1
W 1/30: Competing nationalisms in Bangladesh

Reading: Rahim, Enayetur. “Bengali Muslims and Islamic Fundamentalism: The Jama’t-

i-Islami in Bangladesh.” In Understanding the Bengali Muslims, ed. Rafiuddin Ahmed, pp. 236-261. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2001.* G2
F 2/1: Religious minority communities in India
Reading: Irfan Ahmad, “Cracks in the ‘Mightiest Fortress’: Jamaat-e-Islami’s Changing Discourse on Women,” Modern Asian Studies (2007). [Moodle] G3
Week Six: Caste and the Nation
M 2/4 Mid-term Break

W 1/31 Dalits in India
Reading: Seminar Special Issue: Dalit Perspectives (February 2006)

http://www.india-seminar.com/ Readings TBA
F: 2/8 Film: Matir Moina (Clay Bird) 
Week Six: History and Nationalism
M 2/11: Postcolonial Sri Lanka; finish Matir Moina
Reading: Presence of the Past, 1-78 G1
W 2/13: Nation and Identity
Reading: Presence, 79-160 G2

F 2/15: Rewriting History
Reading: Presence, 161-226 G3

Week Seven: Gender in South Asia 

M: 2/18 Women and Power
Reading: Rajeshwari Sunder Rajan. Real and Imagined Women: gender, culture and 


Postcolonialism. London: Routledge, 1993, pp. 83-128.* G1
W: 2/20: Women in Pakistan
Reading: Ali, Kamran Asdar. “”Pulp Fictions”: Reading Pakistani Domesticity.” In Social Text 78, vol.22, no1 (Spring 2004):123-145. (Bridge) G2

THURSDAY 2/21: PAPER #2 DUE BY NOON IN MY BOX

F 2/22: Gender and Globalization
Reading: Lamia Karim, “Democratizing Bangladesh: State, NGOS, and Militant Islam,” 


Cultural Dynamics: 291-318 G3 (Moodle)
Week Eight: Immigrants and Emigrants

M 2/21: Colonialism and the export of South Asian Labor

Reading: Karma of Brown Folk, 1-68 G1

W 2/23: Asians in Europe

Reading: Karma of Brown Folk, 69-132 G2

F 2/25:  Asians in America

Reading: Karma of Brown Folk, 133-203 G3

Week Nine: 
M 2/28: FILM, TBA
W: 3/2 Presentations
F: 3/4 Presentations
Week Ten: 
M: 3/10 Wrap-up Course; FINAL PAPER DUE
