
Shea Award: 
Donald Prothero

The Shea Award is presented 
for exceptional contributions 
in the form of writing and/or 
editing of Earth science mate-
rials that are of interest to the 
public and teachers. 
	 Donald Prothero has a 
passion for communicating 
science to the public. He has 
served as a consultant for Dis-
covery Channel, History Chan-
nel and National Geograph-
ic specials. A prolific speaker 
and writer, he posts a week-
ly blog at “Skepticblog” and 
has published over 30 books. 
His talks and blogs focus on 
debunking pseudoscience and 
defending the science of evo-
lution and climate change. He 
has authored and co-authored 
259 papers, including papers 
in Nature, Paleobiology, Geol-
ogy, Palaeogeography, Jour-
nal of Paleontology, Journal 
of Geology, Science, Journal of 
Geological Education, Palaios, 
Paleoceanography, and Geo-
times and has served as 
adjunct editor for Paleobiolo-
gy and on the editorial boards 
of Skeptic magazine and for 
Geology. In addition, he has 
served as a consulting editor 
for the McGraw-Hill Yearbook 
of Science and Technology. 

Miner Award: 
Michael Cummings

The Neal Miner Award, pre-
sented by NAGT since 1953, 
honors exceptional contri-
butions to the stimulation of 
interest in the Earth sciences. 
	 Michael Cummings, 
chair of the Department of 
Geology at Portland State 
University (PSU) in Oregon, 
has introduced the Earth sci-
ences to thousands in his 
home state. His impact is 
based on a staggering num-
ber of small group and indi-
vidual interactions on and 
off campus. The driving 
force behind the PSU Geolo-
gy Honors program, he is the 
sole undergraduate advisor 
for the Geology Department 
and the Integrated Science 
program and has advised an 
army of graduate students. 
He also promotes the Earth 
sciences through extraordi-
nary support for rural K-12 
school districts across the 
state, giving them the same 
individual attention that he 
does with his PSU advisees, 
visiting with each science 
and math teacher to assess 
curricular goals and barriers 
and brainstorming to iden-
tify solutions. His mantra is 
“face time is critical.” He is 
well known for this work, 
and his visits are much 
anticipated and appreciated. 

Biggs Award: 
John Van Hoesen

The Biggs Award for Excel-
lence in Earth Science Teach-
ing, the GSA’s Geoscience 
Education Division’s Named 
Award, recognizes innova-
tive and effective teaching 
among faculty at all institu-
tions engaged in undergrad-
uate education who have 
been teaching full-time for 
10 years or fewer. 
	 This year’s recipient, 
John Van Hoesen of Green 
Mountain College in Poult-
ney, Vermont, is director of 
GMC’s Community Mapping 
Lab, which provides equip-
ment and facilities for stu-
dents to execute mapping 
projects for faculty, graduate 
students, or members of the 
local community. In 2011 he 
received a Fulbright Award 
to investigate the origins of 
manganese used in burial 
masks by the ancient Chin-
chorro people in what is now 
Chile. His work has explored 
the behavior and migration 
patterns of the Chinchorro, 
who developed mummifica-
tion techniques 3,000 years 
before the Egyptians.
	 Van Hoesen holds a 
Ph.D. in geoscience from Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
He currently serves as asso-
ciate editor for the Journal of 
Geoscience Education. 

Christman Award:  
Scott Linneman

The Robert Christman Dis-
tinguished Service Award 
is presented to an individu-
al who has “...provided long, 
distinguished service to the 
Association at the national 
and/or section level.” 
	 Scott Linneman of West-
ern Washington University 
has certainly done that. An 
NAGT member since 1989, 
he has served as an Execu-
tive Committee councilor-at-
large and as president, work-
ing to raise the visibility of 
the association, improve 
communication between the 
executive committee and the 
various sections and support 
the many volunteers that 
make an organization like 
NAGT successful and effec-
tive. He played a key role in 
forming cross-cutting rela-
tions with other geoscience 
educational organizations 
such as SERC and Cutting 
Edge. He has served as chair 
of the Stout Award Commit-
tee since 2012 and has act-
ed as NAGT’s representative 
to the NGSS Earth Science 
working group. At the sec-
tion level, Scott is the Trea-
surer of the Pacific North-
west Section, an office he 
has held since 2012. He also 
worked with others in the 
revitalization of this section.

nagt, gsa & CUR Education  
Division Awards for 2013
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Dorothy Lalonde Stout Professional Development Grants are presented by NAGT in memory of 
Dottie Stout, a gifted geoscience educator who taught at Cypress College, El Camino College, Long Beach City College, 
and California State University, Fullerton, and served as the first female president of NAGT. The grants honor her 
outstanding work and dedication to Earth science education.

Nadine Evans
Community College  

of Rhode Island
Providence, 

Rhode Island

Nadine Evans, who 
transfers this fall to the 
University of Rhode 
Island to double major 
in geology and Ger-
man, will attend the 
2013 Geological Soci-
ety of America meeting 
in Denver, where she 
hopes to present find-
ings from her study on 
conceptions students 
have when learning 
new material in geol-
ogy. This grant will 
afford her the oppor-
tunity to share per-
sonal and profession-
al perspectives with 
scientists from around 
the world.

Rebecca Perloth 
Santa Rosa 

Junior College
Santa Rosa, California

Rebecca Perloth, an 
instructor at Santa 
Rosa Junior College, 
will attend two Chau-
tauqua courses in the 
extraordinary geolog-
ical setting of Alaska, 
after which she hopes 
to be able to relate the 
glacial features visible 
in her native Califor-
nia to active glaciers 
in Alaska. She also will 
study the history of, 
reaction to, and recov-
ery from the 1964 
Alaska earthquake 
and tsunami, which 
also devastated Cres-
cent City, California, 
enhancing her Califor-
nian geology course.

The 2013 Dorothy lalonde Stout 
Professional Development Grants

Robin Rohrback- 
Schiavone 

Northern Virginia 
Community College 

Sterling, Virginia

Student Robin Rohr-
back-Schiavone will 
purchase a laptop to 
aid her work on the 
Mid-Atlantic Geo-
Image Collection. A 
repository that allows 
for examination of geo-
logical features at a lev-
el of detail comparable 
to being in the field or 
the lab, this high-qual-
ity geoscience educa-
tion tool will be free-
ly accessible to every-
one, from geoscien-
tists unable to perform 
fieldwork due to physi-
cal constraints to those 
under significant finan-
cial constraints. 

Laura Branch
Ernest Righetti  

High School
Santa Maria, California

Laura Branch will pur-
chase an interactive 
acrylic groundwater 
model. Laura believes 
that “eating, drink-
ing, and living geolo-
gy is the best way to 
learn about it.” This 
equipment will allow 
students at all levels 
to better understand 
groundwater move-
ment and contamina-
tion, something that 
is especially useful in 
an agricultural area 
where pesticides are 
used on crops, and 
will lead to higher-lev-
el discussions on the 
impact of groundwater 
in the local area.

CUR Award: 
Mary Savina

The Geosciences Division of 
the Council on Undergradu-
ate Research recognizes with 
its Undergraduate Research 
Mentor Award an individu-
al who serves as a role mod-
el for productive and trans-
formative student-faculty 
mentoring relationships and 
for maintaining a sustained 
and innovative approach to 
undergraduate research. 	
	 Mary Savina, the Charles 
L. Denison Professor of Geol-
ogy at Carleton College in 
Northfield, Minnesota, has 
been involved in research 

and mentoring undergrad-
uate students for thirty-five 
years. Effective at reaching 
underrepresented students, 
she also incorporated service 
learning into projects long 
before the current trends. She 
has, said one nominator, dis-
covered a formula for a “pow-
erful pedagogy,” one in which 
students have ownership of 
ideas, mastery of content, and 
are often informers for civic 
decision makers. As anoth-
er nominee stated, she has “a 
passion for undergraduate 
teaching and commitment 

to providing students with 
authentic and meaningful 
research experiences.”
	 Savina’s guidance does 
not end on graduation day. 
This kind of service is criti-
cal to the success of the next 
generation. “Mary continued 
to be one of the people I most 
trusted when I needed to 
make important professional 
decisions,” said a former stu-
dent. “Where (and if) to go to 
graduate school, how to cope 
in an academic job, and how 
to be an effective teacher in 
different settings.”  

Annette 
Calabretta

The Classical Academy
Colorado Springs, 

Colorado

Annette Calabretta 
will attend the “All 
About Mining” course 
at the Colorado School 
of Mines. She hopes
to help her students 
become informed cit-
izens in the environ-
mental policy debate, 
knowing that they 
will face questions on 
future gas/oil explo-
ration and mining-
related issues and 
that incorporating 
real-world applica-
tions into her curric-
ulum greatly stimu-
lates student partici-
pation and learning. 
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outStanDinG earth SCienCe teaCher (oeSt) aWarDS are given for “exceptional contributions to the stimu-
lation of interest in the Earth sciences at the pre-college level.” Any teacher or K-12 educator who covers a significant 
amount of Earth science content with his or her students is eligible. Ten national finalists are selected, one from each 
NAGT regional section. Some sections also recognize state winners. The OEST Awards program is designed to identify 
excellence in teaching, recognize and reward excellence in teaching, stimulate higher levels of teaching performance, 
establish NAGT as a strong support organization for pre-college education, and, via active statewide and sectional 
programs, build a solid state, regional, and national liaison with administrators of pre-college Earth science education. 

CENTRAl SECTION
maRy lestiNa 
City High School 
Iowa City, Iowa 

Mary Lestina teaches 
ecology, physical geol-
ogy, and weather and 
climate trimester elec-
tives for juniors and 
seniors, senior level 
physics, and a fresh-
man-level course, 
Foundations of Sci-
ence III. As an active 
member of the Science 
Department, Mary has 
worked on curricu-
lum review and stan-
dards alignment proj-
ects and was part of a 
team of teachers rec-
ognizing the need to 
extend the Earth sci-
ence offerings through 
Earth Science Trimes-
ter Electives. She has 

around the world can 
explore real astronom-
ical questions using a 
research-grade radio 
telescope. He present-
ed the results from this 
research position and 
data from his students 
using materials that he 
created during it at the 
2013 American Astro-
nomical Association 
meeting. The materials 
he wrote for the 20m 
telescope highlight his 
teaching philosophy, 
which is that students 
best experience sci-
ence by doing it both 
in and out of the class-
room. Russell also has 
interests in archae-
ology and bagpiping, 
which allow him to 
bring interesting cul-
tural elements to his 
science teaching. 

worked with science 
and special education 
teachers incorporat-
ing reading strategies, 
differentiated learning, 
and understanding by 
design strategies into 
her classroom, giv-
ing students the best 
experiences possible. 
She is an active mem-
ber of the National Sci-
ence Teachers’ Asso-
ciation and the Iowa 
Academy of Sciences 
(IAS), has presented 
at several national and 
local science teacher 
conferences, and has 
served as IAS Member-
ship Committee Chair 
and a member of the 
IAS Recognition Com-
mittee. Mary has spon-
sored the Science Club 
since 2000 and in the 
past has sponsored 
the Environmental, 

for the “Best Field Col-
lected Data Project” 
through the Eyes in the 
Sky II student research 
showcase for their 
groundwater analy-
sis in an area where 
hydraulic fracturing for 
natural gas was being 
considered. His stu-
dents are also involved 
in searching for pul-
sars through the Pulsar 
Search Collaboratory. 
Most recently, he was 
an Research Experi-
ences for Teachers par-
ticipant at the Nation-
al Radio Astronomy 
Observatory in Green 
Bank, West Virginia, 
where he helped re-
commission the USNO 
20m radio telescope 
for online use via the 
SKYNET telescope net-
work. With this tool, 
his students and others 

Rocket, and Global 
Perspectives Clubs at 
City High School. In 
2010, she was award-
ed the Excellence 
in Science Teaching 
Award from the Iowa 
Academy of Sciences.

EASTERN SECTION
[ANd VIRgINIA]

Russel h. kohRs 
Broadway High School 

Broadway, Virginia

Russel H. Kohrs teach-
es geology, astrono-
my, and Earth science 
in a rural school in the 
beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley. In his classes, 
he involves students in 
scientific research at 
every opportunity. In 
2011, he and his stu-
dents won an award 

THE OuTSTANdINg EARTH SCIENCE 
TEACHER AWARdS fOR 2013

kohrs wallstromhilkey rusertlestina
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Far Western  
Section

Herman Hilkey
San Jacinto  
High School

San Jacinto, California

This will be Herman’s 
tenth year teaching 
Earth science follow-
ing a career as a pur-
chasing manager for 
large manufacturing 
corporations. Chair of 
the Science Depart-
ment for the past six 
years, Herman has 
established a MESA 
Club (Math Engi-
neering Science and 
Achievement) and his 
students build robots, 
bridges and compete 
at the University of 
California Riverside. 
The 16-foot solar-pow-
ered boat designed, 
built and raced by the 
school’s Solar Boat 
Team finished in first 
place in the two-coun-
ty region and in fifth 
place out of 40 high 
schools from all of 
Southern California. 
	 Technology in 
the classroom makes 
things more fun for the 
teacher and memora-
ble for students. Moti-
vating students is pri-
mary. Herman strives 
to be “the” teacher. In 
all matters, he strives 
to communicate to stu-
dents that, “Yes, this 
is the course you have 
been looking for, safe, 
interesting, challeng-
ing, and the place that 
you will learn some-
thing completely new 
today.” 

Midcontinent 
Section

Kathy Rusert 
Acorn School

Mena, Arkansas

Kathy Rusert has 
37 years experience 
working in education, 
the last 27 at Acorn 
School. Outdoor edu-
cation is important in 
her teaching. She has 
taught all grades 1-8 
and served as spon-
sor for grades 9-12. 
In a college course for 
pre-service teachers, 
taught as an adjunct 
instructor, she encour-
ages new teachers 
to use project-based 
learning to master sci-
ence concepts. Her 
honors include inter-
national Project Learn-
ing Tree Teacher of the 
Year, Arkansas Rural 
Education Teacher 
of the Year, Walmart 
Teacher of The Year, 
Trailblazer Teacher of 
the Year, and Arkan-
sas PLT Teacher of the 
Year. Currently she 
serves on the Arkansas 
Science Teachers Asso-
ciation Board of Direc-
tors, Ozark Chinqua-
pin Foundation Board, 
and Project Learning 
Tree Steering Commit-
tee and is a member of 
Delta Kappa Gamma. 
Her classes have won 
the Arkansas Green 
Schools Challenge the 
past two years and 
Disney Planet Chal-
lenge and helped her 
school become the 
first U.S. Green Ribbon 
School for Arkansas.

New England  
Section

Erica Wallstrom 
Rutland High School 

Rutland, Vermont

Erica Wallstrom teach-
es freshman Earth sci-
ence, a fundamen-
tals of science class 
for special-needs stu-
dents, a field-based 
geology course, and, 
occasionally, chem-
istry. Her principal 
notes that “Erica is 
remarkable in her abil-
ity to connect to all 
students...She makes 
clear that their work 
is important, that they 
can achieve her goals, 
and that she will sup-
port them in getting 
there.” Erica hooks 
students by develop-
ing place-based proj-
ects such as (following 
Tropical Storm Irene) 
designing dams and 
impoundment ponds 
to prevent future flood 
damage and investi-
gating soils around 
trees producing the 
sap for their class-
es’ maple syrup pro-
duction. Most recent-
ly, Erica received a 
National Science Foun-
dation grant to sup-
port the development 
and implementation of 
a course that exposed 
students to field skills 
and local geology. With 
the aid of a geosci-
ences professor from 
Princeton, the course 
included multi-day 
trips throughout New 
England, New York, 
and New Jersey.

North Central 
Section

Rod Benson
Helena High School

Helena, Montana

A native of Montana 
who enjoys hiking, 
trail-running, kaya-
king, and photogra-
phy, during his 31-year 
career Rod Benson has 
taught Earth science in 
Joliet, Harlem, Broad-
view, and, since 1994, 
in Helena, the state’s 
capital city. Some of his 
most significant con-
tributions to Earth sci-
ence education, how-
ever, may be the web 
resources he has 
created. 
	 “Rodney’s Home-
page for Earth Science 
Teachers” (www.for-
montana.net) shares
activities, videos, dem-
onstrations, virtu-
al field trips, and oth-
er ideas with teachers 
throughout the United 
States and the world.
The section on “Mon-
tana’s Earth Science 
Pictures” draws upon 
his love of exploring 
the mountains, valleys, 
rivers, and prairies of 
Montana and of teach-
ing, providing more 
than 100 “Montana 
examples” of Earth sci-
ence topics. Used as a 
“picture of the week” 
assignment by teach-
ers throughout the 
state, it makes Earth 
science topics more 
relevant to students 
throughout Montana. 

Farr Boykin ManningBenson

Pacific Northwest  
Section

Helen Farr 
Millicoma School 
Coos Bay, Oregon 

Fifth grade teacher 
Helen Farr teaches sci-
ence through math, 
reading and writing 
and hands-on experi-
ences. A schoolwide 
recycling project she 
started with Terra-
cycle, which up-cycles 
hard-to-recycle trash 
and creates new prod-
uct, provides opportu-
nities for students to 
graph and find trends 
in the kinds of trash 
being brought in. 
	 Helen also is part 
of a community proj-
ect, called The Washed 
Ashore Project, which 
creates giant sculp-
tures of marine ani-
mals out of plastics 
collected from Oregon 
beaches. Her students 
were able to help pro-
cess the debris and 
create pieces to be 
used on four of the 
giant sculptures. Some 
were able to take part 
in a film being made 
about the project and 
created a short mov-
ie about how plas-
tics get washed down 
storm drains and into 
our oceans. This has 
become another ave-
nue to inspire stu-
dents to take part in 
their community and 
educate people about 
the amount of plastic 
debris in our oceans.

Poole
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Smith HoosierWilliams AdgateStarr

Southeastern 
Section

Olivia Boykin 
Woodland Heights
Elementary School, 

Spartanburg, 
South Carolina 

Enter Olivia Boykin’s 
third-grade classroom 
and you will see exper-
iments in progress, 
groups playing games, 
students singing—all 
activities connected to 
teaching and review-
ing science skills and 
concepts. Olivia’s 
greatest strength is 
her ability to individu-
alize instruction for a 
wide range of student 
abilities and back-
grounds. She takes 
songs written by her-
self and others and 
makes up motions 
to go along with the 
words so that students 
remember not just the 
words to the song but 
also how they relate 
to science concepts. 
She has introduced 
games and crafts using 
objects ranging from 
mismatched puzzle 
pieces and playing 
cards to soda bottle 
twist tops. As a result, 
her students develop 
a great sense of appre-
ciation of the Earth 
and the need for bet-
ter environmental 
stewardship.
	 Olivia has also 
served in various lead-
ership roles in her 
school and PTO and 
has organized “Fami-
ly Science Workshops” 
for the community.  

Southwest  
Section

Cheryl L. B. 
Manning

Evergreen High School 
Evergreen, Colorado 

Cheryl Manning dis-
covered her love of 
teaching during grad-
uate school when she 
instructed laborato-
ries for several cours-
es and volunteered as 
a math/science tutor 
for underprivileged 
students at local high 
schools. She taught 
middle school science 
in Utah for six years 
and in 2000 received 
the Utah Earth Science 
Teacher of the Year 
Award. She has spent 
the last eleven years 
teaching in Evergreen, 
becoming GLOBE-cer-
tified, participating in 
programs like CIRES-
Earthworks and URI’s 
ARMADA Program. 
	 For Cheryl, teach-
ing is about building 
relationships in which 
students feel com-
fortable tackling chal-
lenging material, ask-
ing hard questions, 
and developing skills. 
Her students have the 
opportunity to choose 
their own learning 
paths using new tech-
nologies with problem-
based learning strat-
egies. Through work-
shops and commit-
tees, she works with 
scientists and science-
educators around the 
world to learn about 
current science and 
education practices. 

Texas SECTION
gary poole

The Girls’ School
Austin, Texas 

Gary Poole, now in his 
fifth year of teaching 
middle school earth 
science, physics, and 
pre-algebra math-
ematics at the Girls’ 
School of Austin, began 
teaching as a late-
life career change. He 
believes that middle 
school age students 
are naturally curious 
and respond well to 
place-based, hands-
on field work which 
involves communi-
ty issues, data collec-
tion, and interpreta-
tion. As part of his sur-
face hydrology cur-
riculum he has teams 
of students assess the 
health of neighbor-
hood watersheds, per-
forming chemical and 
bacteriological tests 
on the water, inves-
tigating the types of 
benthic macroinverte-
brates present in the 
stream, and analyz-
ing the types of land 
use in the area. He 
then has them reflect 
on how their person-
al and family activi-
ties may affect their 
local stream. His karst 
hydrology curriculum 
involves a field trip 
into a wild cave that is 
a recharge feature of a 
regionally significant 
limestone aquifer. One 
of the positive take-
aways from this activ-
ity is that science can 
be an adventure.

STATE winners

alabama
Alison Starr

Auburn High School
Auburn, Alabama

Before coming to 
Auburn, where she has 
taught Earth science, 
physical science and 
biology, Alison Starr 
taught 7th and 8th 
grade science. Science 
Department Chair for 
the 2013-14 school 
year, she was also 
recently named by the 
Geological Survey of 
Alabama as Alabama’s 
Outstanding Earth Sci-
ence Teacher. Other 
activities include serv-
ing as Varsity Cheer 
Coach, Junior Class 
Sponsor, and the Girlz 
Rock program.

Alaska
Jonathan Smith 

 Juneau-Douglas  
High School 

Juneau, Alaska 

A science teacher in 
Alaska for over 20 
years, Jonathan Smith 
taught in the Alaskan 
Native village of Holy 
Cross on the Yukon 
River before moving to 
Juneau, which is sur-
rounded by the Juneau 
Ice field which cov-
ers some 3,900 square 
kilometers of the Alas-
kan Coastal range. He 
was named Juneau’s 
teacher of the year in 
2005 and was a state 
finalist at the state lev-
el the same year. He 

has been awarded the
Sigma XI certificate 
of excellence for the 
promotion of scien-
tific research. Above 
all, he is known for 
growing and helping 
to run the Southeast 
Alaska Regional Sci-
ence fair. This fair is an 
Intel affiliate that reg-
ularly sees over 160 
participants. 

arizona
Jeremy Williams

Desert Vista  
High School 

Phoenix, Arizona

Jeremy Williams 
received the Tempe 
Diablos Teacher of the 
Year award in 2008. 
His teaching is cen-
tered around exciting 
students about science 
and providing them 
with skills that will 
help them be success-
ful in the 21st century. 
Innovative and effec-
tive teaching practic-
es include using col-
laboration, incorporat-
ing authentic research 
experiences, comput-
er applications and 
current technologies, 
and infusing material 
gleaned during travels 
to Kodiak Island, Alas-
ka, where he was born, 
and other places.

Georgia
nancy adgate 

Rising Starr  
Middle School 

Fayetteville, Georgia 

Nancy Adgate has 
been a presenter at 
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Wing Mills WagnerCarson

the National Science 
Teachers Association 
conferences for the 
past five years, as 
well as at Georgia 
Science Teachers 
conferences. She 
served as the science 
department chair at 
Dutchtown Middle 
School in 2004-09 
prior to transitioning 
to Dutchtown High 
School to help establish 
an Earth science 
program there. In 2008 
she was part of the 
International Science 
Fair Host Committee 
when Atlanta hosted 
the Intel Science and 
Engineering Fair.  

Louisiana
lacey hoosier 

Buckeye High School
Deville, Louisiana

Lacey Hoosier teaches 
AP environmental 
science, AP biology, 
Dual Enrollment 
anatomy and 
physiology through 
Louisiana Tech, and 
AP physics. Her 
accomplishments 
include Teacher of the 
Year honors at Tioga 
Senior High School, 

being an Outstanding 
Biology Teacher Award 
finalist, and serving as 
Science Department 
chair at Tioga Senior 
High School and 
now at Buckeye 
High School. She 
also educates youth 
about Mother Earth 
through her Green 
Team (Conservation 
and Education) Club 
as well as through her 
Science Club and Quiz 
Bowl team. 

New Jersey
Steven Carson
John Witherspoon 

Middle School  
Princeton, New Jersey

Steven Carson became 
a public school 
teacher through New 
Jersey’s alternate 
route program after 
spending eight years 
teaching at the college 
level and ten years 
as a researcher at 
NOAA’s Geophysical 
Fluid Dynamics 
Laboratory, where 
he modeled ocean 
chemistry. Steve’s 
teaching philosophy 
centers on developing 
engaging, hands-on 

activities using simple, 
readily available 
materials plus 
Internet resources. 
Steve has also served 
as co-advisor to the 
Environmental Club 
and two engineering 
clubs.

new york
Michael Wing

Hommocks  
Middle School

Larchmont,  
New York

Michael Wing has 
been teaching 8th 
grade earth science 
in Mamaroneck, 
New York, since 
2002. A pioneer 
in the integration 
of education 
technologies in 
classroom instruction, 
he develops 
interactive, self-guided 
lessons using one-to-
one iPads that enable 
students to engage 
in science through 
discovery experiences. 
A Youtube channel 
he created of 100 
review podcasts that 
address the entire 
New York State Earth 
science curriculum has 

received more than 
333,000 views. He is 
also the coordinator 
of an after-school 
program that provides 
students at-risk of 
failing with a safe and 
focused environment 
in which to complete 
academic assignments. 

North Carolina
Mary Catherine 

Mills
Southern Guilford 

High School
Greensboro,  

North Carolina 

Mary Catherine 
Mills teaches Earth/
environmental science, 
AP environmental 
science, and biology. 
Because science is 
an ever-changing 
field that can be seen 
by students as very 
complex and often 
too intricate to learn, 
she tries to develop a 
positive atmosphere 
in the classroom 
and a mentoring 
relationship with all 
her students. In such a 
competitive society, it 
is very important, she 
feels, for students to 
not only receive a solid 

education, but to work 
with someone who is 
aware of and sensitive 
to their individual 
needs. Additionally, 
teaching provides her 
with an opportunity to 
continually grow and 
learn herself. 

Texas
Katie Wagner

The Kincaid School 
Houston, TX

Katie was only one 
chapter ahead of her 
students when she 
was hired to teach 
Earth science—and 
discovered she loved 
the subject. In addi-
tion to an energy grant 
for a wind turbine for 
her campus, she has 
received a grant for a 
WeatherBug weath-
er station and one to 
participate in a service 
project in the Gala-
pagos. This year she 
is tinkering with the 
“Flipped Classroom” 
concept and encourag-
ing students to work 
on inventions in addi-
tion to experiments 
for Family Science 
Night. She is also plan-
ning a school garden.

More information about these exceptional educators is available at the NAGT website (http://nagt.org/nagt/
programs/oest/2013.html). 

About the OEST Awards — NAGT gives each section OEST awardee a plaque and a two-year membership in the associa-
tion, which includes a subscription to the Journal of Geoscience Education and In the Trenches. In addition, the GSA provides a 
monetary award and a three-year Teachers Associate Membership (including membership in the Geoscience Education Divi-
sion), and the National Earth Science Teachers Association provides a one-year membership, which includes a subscription to 
the Earth Scientist. Nominations for OEST Awards may be submitted at any time during the year; however some sections need 
this information as early as March in order to consider the applicant for the current calendar year. An online nomination form 
is available at the NAGT website (http://nagt.org/nagt/programs/oest-nom.html).
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