OCEANS GK-12 Teaching Fellowship Program

Ocean sCientist Educator pArtnerships eNhancing Science

•
The National Science Foundation GK-12 program supports fellowships to connect graduate students and advanced undergraduates in science and mathematics with K-12 teachers in the Nation's Schools.

Outcomes
•
Improved science communication & instructional skills for Fellows

•
Professional development opportunities & ocean content gains for K-12 

  teachers

•
Enriched science learning for K-12 students

•
Strengthened partnerships between College of Marine Science & our 
schools
National Scope
•
The primary objective of the program is to provide fellowships to highly qualified graduate and advanced undergraduate students in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics disciplines to achieve advanced degrees, and contribute toward the improvement of the Nation's schools. 

•
The GK-12 program seeks, in the words of one observer, to create citizen scientists for the 21st century.

South Side Fundamental Middle School, St. Petersburg Florida

Work Plan
•
Address science concepts covered in the Sunshine State Standards and also material covered in FCAT testing in order to better prepare students for entering high school

•
Incorporate marine science ideas into the current earth science 
curriculum which covers:




- The Scientific Method and Tools of the Scientist




- Composition of Matter








- Weather Basics




- Oceanography









- The Rock Cycle

· Conserving Earth’s Resources 




- Astronomy

•
Recipient of a marine scientist graduate fellow for two years in a row

•
The scientist primary roles have been to  provide activities that:

-  directly address the science concepts of the local environment including Tampa Bay and the Gulf of Mexico regions.

- convey the real world of science and reinforce the current science curriculum and concepts

- after school science club mainly to allow students who need extra help with developing their science fair projects.
