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Annual Report of the South Central Section for 25-26
Submitted by Sabrina Ewald, South Central President

Section leaders: 
Leadership (officers)
President - Sabrina Ewald (TX)
V.P. - Vacant
Secretary and Treasurer - Liane Stevens (TX)

OEST Chair - Aaron Ball

State Representatives
Arkansas - Vacant			Oklahoma - Aaron Ball
Kansas - Vacant			Texas - Vacant
Louisiana – Vacant

Executive summary
The South Central section recently re-elected its president, but there is a vacancy for the vice president. The president is currently seeking state representatives to help formulate a strategic plan for the section. The focus for the section is to continue expanding membership and enhancing member engagement. The section hopes to continue to engage with K-12 educators and actively advertise the OEST award to section members.

Detailed report
Section membership
Membership
There are currently 100 active memberships for the South-Central section.
Currently 32 lapsed memberships are in the South Central section. State representatives will assist in reaching out to these members and encourage to renew their membership.

Current status of the section
OEST
Section award for 2026 was given to Dustin Perez in Texas.
Texas State award for 2026 was given to Angela Garza.
Kansas State award for 2026 was given to Justin Fairchild.

The South-Central section elected its section officers. Leadership will work to identify state representatives and begin to work towards achieving goals. Once representatives are on board, officers will collaborate with state representatives to devise a plan to increase membership and provide opportunities for engagement with section members. 


Currently seeking state representatives for Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas.

Progress towards goals
In last year’s annual report, section leadership committed to attending the GSA conference to support NAGT and the South-Central Section. At the South-Central booth, officers engaged directly with GSA and NAGT members, successfully connecting with graduate students and teaching assistants. Officers shared Teach the Earth (TtE) as a go-to resource for instructional activities. Graduate students and TAs noted that finding quality Earth Science materials for their courses can be challenging, identifying TtE as a valuable tool to enhance their teaching.
Describe the goals defined in last year’s annual report and progress towards those goals. A combination of bullets and narrative style would be appropriate here; consider what the membership should know about your work.

Section leadership also worked to build a library of 1-page flyers containing degree and career information that can be shared with K-12 teachers and students. Will continue to collect and organize for distribution.

Other Section activities
Section leadership will review previous strategies and evaluate which are most feasible and would have the highest return on investment.

Goals for future Section work
Communicate with current members to provide information concerning the section, elected leadership, and future positions in need of fulfillment.

Section communication to all lapsed memberships to encourage to renew and provide information related to member opportunities to engage with other South Central members.

Section officers will compare the most recent lapsed membership report with the previous one to compile a comprehensive list of lapsed members and develop strategies to encourage them to renew their membership. 

The section will work to increase OEST nominations. The OEST chair will communicate to members when the application window is open and communicate the final deadline to receive applications. Actively advertise the award to increase applications/nominations.

Continue to engage with the K-12 Ad K-12 Ad Hoc Committee to coordinate recruiting efforts and communication of K-12 resources being developed.

There are no immediate plans to host events or attend conferences. If the section plans an event or attend a conference, the section budget will be used to help with these endeavors.
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