2024 Annual Report for the Outstanding Earth Science Teacher Award (OEST)

Executive Summary:

The Outstanding Earth Science Teacher Award (OEST) committee has made significant strides this year in promoting excellence in earth science education. Our committee, while still solidifying its membership, has identified the need for a new coordinator for the Southeastern and North Central sections. We have streamlined our selection and promotional activities, utilizing rubrics, templates for social media graphics, letters of recognition, and news releases. This year, we received 20 new nominations and awarded 7 section winners and 11 state winners. We have also implemented a new process to provide formative feedback to nominees, encouraging stronger future applications. Our plans for the upcoming year include hosting the first annual share-a-thon for OEST winners and enhancing our promotional efforts to increase engagement and nominations.

1. Committee Membership
· Current Status: Working on establishing the OEST committee and holding a meeting.
· Current Members: 
	Section
	OEST Coordinator name

	Eastern
	Christopher Roemmele/Amy Baer

	Far Western
	Nancy Chen

	Northeastern
	Susan Kelly

	Pacific Northwest
	Derek Turner

	Rocky Mountain
	Cheryl Manning

	South Central
	Sabrina Ewald/Dawn Chegwidden (both interim leaders in section)

	Southeastern
	VACANT

	North Central
	VACANT



· Upcoming Needs: Need an OEST coordinator for the Southeastern and North Central sections. 
2. Promotional Activities
· Streamlining Process: Developed templates for promotional social media graphics, letters of recognition, and news releases.
· Delivery of Award: Need to work more on how/when the award is delivered. Trying to encourage school administration to present the awards at a faculty meeting or if the NAGT state reps are nearby perhaps they can deliver the award. 
3. Statistics of Submissions and Selection Process
· Rubric: Implemented a rubric for the selection process.
· Challenges: Addressed challenges with shared states due to new NAGT sections.
· Feedback: Offering formative feedback on submissions to encourage reapplication.
· Submissions: Received 20 new nominations (not unique individuals).
· Awards: Awarded 7 section winners and 11 state winners. No awards for the North Central section due to ineligibility of the one nominee.
· Record Keeping: Working on populating an all-winners spreadsheet to maintain accurate records.
4. Awardee/Nominator and/or Grantees
· Awardees: Listed by section and state/province.
	Section
	State/Province
	First name
	Last name

	Eastern
	New Jersey
	Simone
	Miller

	Eastern
	New York
	Michael
	Fodera

	Eastern
	Pennsylvania
	David
	Curry

	Eastern
	Virginia
	Madeleine
	Yiznitsky

	Far Western
	Arizona
	Lisa
	Chavez

	Far Western
	California
	Kellyn
	Hardin

	Northeastern
	Massachusetts
	Anna
	Cotton

	Pacific Northwest
	British Columbia
	Clayton
	Fox

	Pacific Northwest
	Oregon
	Bryon
	Free

	Rocky Mountain
	Colorado
	Matthew
	Thomas

	Rocky Mountain
	Montana
	Tom
	Caffrey

	Rocky Mountain
	Wyoming
	Lesley
	Urasky

	South Central
	Arkansas
	Toby
	Hollin

	Southeastern
	Alabama
	Cinthia
	Moore

	Southeastern
	Florida
	Alicia
	Pressel

	Southeastern
	Georgia
	Christine
	Wallace

	Southeastern
	North Carolina
	Joshua
	Roberts

	Southeastern
	South Carolina
	Jimmy
	Woods

	North Central
	NO AWARDS THIS YEAR
	
	



5. Plans for Awards Promotions
· Share-a-thon: Hosting the first annual share-a-thon for OEST winners on Saturday, Nov 16th.
· Presenters: Inviting OEST winners from 2021 to the present, with 3 interested so far and aiming for 7-8 presenters.

