NAGT Pacific Northwest Section: 2025 2026 Annual Report

NAGT Pacific Northwest Section 2025 - 2026 Annual Report
Executive Summary
This year we updated our section bylaws.  The section leadership saw some changes.  In the 2026 elections, Craig Nichol moved from President to Past president, Jacob Selander moved to President, and Gui Aksit was elected to Vice President.  Derek Turner finished his term as past-president and is thanked for his many years of service. Membership was down slightly over past years.  We hosted a successful 2026 annual conference in Des Moines, Washington.  Our goals for the next year include a 2027 conference, tentative planned for June in Walla Walla, Washington.  We also look forward to hosting several online presentations in fall and spring, working towards improving shared teaching resources in the PNW region, helping connect K-12 teachers with college and university experts.

Leadership (as of Oct 2206 onwards):
President: Jacob Selander, Highline College, Des Moines, WA, jselander@highline.edu
Vice President: Gui Aksit, Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA, maksitg@whitman.edu
Secretary: Jodie Harnden, Pendleton, OR, jharnden@pendletonsd.org 
Treasurer: Zachary Schierl, Yakima Valley College, Yakima, WA zschierl@yvcc.edu
Newsletter Editor: Todd Redding, Okanagan College, Penticton, BC, tredding@okanagan.bc.ca
OEST Coordinator: Craig Nichol, University of British Columbia, Okanagan, Kelowna BC, craig.nichol@ubc.ca
Past President: Craig Nichol, University of British Columbia, Okanagan, Kelowna BC, craig.nichol@ubc.ca

Website Coordinator: Zachary Schierl, Yakima Valley College, Yakima, WA zschierl@yvcc.edu



Councilors:
Alaska: Nicole Abib, University of Alaska Southeast, nlabib@alaska.edu
British Columbia: Todd Redding, Okanagan College,  tredding@okanagan.bc.ca; Saoirse MacKinnon 
saoirse.mackinnon@ubc.ca);
Idaho: Vacant
Oregon: Eriks Puris, (eriks.puris@pcc.edu);  Steve Carlson, nativelement@me.com
Washington: Suzanne (Suki) Smaglik, Heritage University, Toppenish, WA, suki.smaglik@gmail.com
Yukon: Vacant

Membership
Membership has remained steady from 2024 to 2025, and decreased slightly in 2026. We reached out to past members to encourage re-enrollment, and to survey them to determine why their membership lapsed and if there was anything that we could offer them.    

Total membership (Sept 2024): 128
United States		  Alaska: 6	C	California: 3	
Colorado: 1 		  Idaho: 18   		Maine: 1	
Massachusetts: 2	Montana: 1	New York 1: 
Oregon: 29	Pennsylvania: 1	Washington: 40   	Washington DC: 1
Canada	, British Columbia: 16		Mexico: 1	Japan: 1  	Australia: 1

Goals of the previous year and progress towards them:
We aimed to reach out to members to find out how we could better serve them.  We were able to survey members to get feedback on what things to offer.
We had planned to have at least two talks per term in a virtual platform.  We were able to book 3 talks between Sept 2025 and Aug 2026, during the academic year:
· “Iceland’s Fire and Ice”, presented by Beth Johnson, University of Wisconsin- Oshkosh
· “Benefits and barriers for faculty implementation of Course-based Undergraduate Research Experiences (CUREs)”, presented by Kaatje van der Hoeven Kraft, Whatcom College

Teaching Supports
To help foster sharing of ideas and resources between instructors we held 3 course level discussion sessions:
Physical Geology/Geography - Jacob Selander - January - Wed Jan 28th at 12 noon
Environmental Science - Todd Redding - February 26th, Th at noon.
Historical Geology - Craig Nichol - March 11th, Wed at 1pm


Other section/division activities:
OEST Awards
Oregon State winner and Section winner: Misti Newby, mnewby@sd148.org

Newsletters:
The section published two newsletters in Dec 2025 and May 2026. https://nagt.org/nagt/organization/northwest/news.html).

2026 Annual Meeting: 
We are excited to report the success of our June 21-3, 2026 meeting in Des Moines Washington at the Highline College, hosted by Jacob Selander. Though meeting attendance was lower than past AGMs, having a small group allowed for plenty of conversations and sharing of ideas. The meeting included a day of talks and discussions on Sunday., centered around creative ways to engage and reach out to students in an increasingly digital world, and discussions of student knowledge retention in “AI-resistant” vs “AI-susceptible” environments.   Monday saw a field trip to Tahoma / Mt Rainier, with stops following the path of 5600 year-old  Osceola Lahar.  Tuesday was a light-rail based tour of the “urban geology” of Seattle around Pioneer Square.  The trip examined building stones from local and international sources, observing the different compositions, textures, and fossils present among the skyscrapers.

Goals for future work in 2026 / 2027
2027 Annual Meeting: The 2027 annual meeting is tentatively planned to be held in Walla Walla, Washington, hosted by Whitman College and Walla Walla Community College.

Councilors: We plan to review the membership list and reach out to new councilors for those areas without active councilors.

Virtual events: We want to try to continue host two online events in the fall, and two in the spring to keep membership connected to each other.  Our plan is to use two of those meetings to highlight emerging educators in the Pacific Northwest and across NAGT.

Sharing resources: We want to develop a way for members of the PNW section to share resources such as lecture materials, lab materials or field trip notes.

Experts list for K-12: We will try to collect a list of members from 2YC or 4YC who are willing to act as “experts on call” for K-12 teachers in the Pacific Northwest. This list will be published in the section newsletter.

Section Grants: We plan to explore ways to see if our accumulated reserve funds could be used to offer grants to section members to help members advance their professional development, or to help fund new teaching initiatives that benefit the PNW membership. 

Section Travel Grants: The section will explore having funding to help members attend the annual section meeting.

Financial Report, NAGT Pacific Northwest Section
The section financial report for the past year has been submitted separately online.
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