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Annual Report of the Geo2YC Division for FY26
Submitted by Beth Johnson, Geo2YC Division President

Division leaders: 
President: Beth Johnson, University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh, WI (2025-2026)
Vice-President: Chris Berg, Orange Coast College, CA (2025-2026)
Secretary/Treasurer: Angela Daneshmand, Santiago Canyon College, Orange, CA (2026-2028)
Newsletter Editor: Karen Layou, Reynolds Community College, VA (2023-2026)
Past-President: Sean Tvelia, Suffolk County Community College, NY (2025-2026)
Archivist: Pete Berquist, Virginia Peninsula Community College, VA (2026-2028)

Executive summary
     For the past year, the Geo2YC Division has been working to try to bring the division together and offer support for the ever-changing world of academics.  We have been using our Fireside Chats to build community, particularly for those instructors who are the only geoscientist at their institutions.  Recent topics have included 1) strategies to use A.I. effectively in the classroom as well as to limit or restrict its use when needed, and 2) how to approach rampant cheating in the classroom.

Detailed report
Division membership
Active Geo2YC Division Members = 175
Lapsed Geo2YC Division Members = 58

     The division is still working to reach out to our lapsed membership and encourage them to continue participating in the division.  Our most recent efforts have been focused on building community in the membership.


Progress towards goals
     Part of our efforts to increase participation have been to reach out to members directly to discuss how to continue to build community in the division.  Officers have been working to speak to members about contributing to Fireside Chat topics, putting themselves on a list to serve as a future officer of the division, and to volunteer for actions like staffing the NAGT booth at conferences.  The more members feel that they are a part of the community and that their suggestions are being acted upon, the more they will continue to participate.

Other Division activities
1) The Geo2YC Division sponsored an event gathering at the 2026 Earth Educators’ Rendezvous called the “Earth Educators’ Mixer” where participants from the conference could gather, get something to eat or drink, and enjoy each other’s company.  The division purchased some appetizers at the event to share.

2) Officer elections were held in Summer 2026.  
- Vice-President: Diondra DeMolle, Delgado Community College, LA
- Newsletter Editor: Veronica McCann, Kalamazoo Valley Community College, MI
- Archivist: Pete Berquist, Virginia Peninsula Community College, VA

Goals for future Division work
1) To increase the number of active, participating members.
2) To build a large list of Fireside Chat topics based off of suggestions from the membership.
3) The encourage more people to serve as division officers to bring new ideas and viewpoints into the division.
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