	[image: A picture containing shapeDescription automatically generated]
Annual Report of the Eastern Section Section for 2026
Submitted by Stephen R. Lindberg, President
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Executive summary
The eastern section continues to be active with a strong membership base; of which only a small percentage actively participate. This has been an issue during all the years of my involvement and we have addressed it each year at our annual conference. Little or no progress has been made to increase participation; and in spite of that we continue to hold an annual conference that brings together what I term our long-time core members. Our spring 2026 conference in Charlottesville, Virginia was a huge success attended by approximately 45 members, nonmembers, and students.


Detailed report
Our members consist of a wide cross section of geoscience related individuals from public school levels K-12, 2 year college, college faculty, and professionals within the geosciences. The eastern section continues to promote geoscience education through publication of our section newsletter, The Bulletin. Members are encouraged to participate by submitting their articles. Our section has a long history of annual conferences that bring section members together every spring at locations throughout our section. Our spring 2026 section meeting in Charlottesville, Virginia was well attended and provide three days of workshops, presentations, field trips, and member-nonmember recognition awards that include OEST, and our section awards of Digman and Moss. Membership continues to be averaging near 200 per year.

Progress towards goals
Members are aware of our work and opportunities for becoming involved in annual meetings, the newsletter “Bulletin”. I am not sure of what more we can do promote the Eastern Section of NAGT. OEST has become a major concern and area of discussion at out annual conference and members are beginning to question the value of it. Participation of OEST winners in section activities is nonexistent. 

Other Section activities
We will continue to update our By-Laws. Elections for the four executive officer positions will be held in the spring of 2027 for new two-year terms. I do not expect much change in the officer positions, but would still welcome new persons to become leaders within the section.

Goals for future Section work
Continue to schedule yearly conferences and work to maintain membership against a trend of non-participation.
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