
Teaching Students to Evaluate Sources and Claims
Pre-Institute Webinar #1



LR-MEL Project Investigators

Janelle Bailey
Temple U

Missy Holzer
Science Curriculum 
Design Consultant 

Sarah McGrew 
U Maryland

Donna Governor
U North Georgia Lorraine Ramirez 

Villarin
U North Georgia 

Doug Lombardi
U Maryland

Carla McAuliffe
Institute for Global 

Environmental 
Strategies

Sanlyn Buxner
Planetary Science Institute

Gale Sinatra
U Southern California

Elizabeth Reynolds
U Maryland



LR-MEL Master Teachers

Penny Kline and Derek Piper
Vickery Creek Middle School (GA)

Andrea Johnson and Mike Magnotta
Philadelphia Performing Arts: A String 

Theory Charter School (PA)



• Overview of Project (forest/big-picture view)
• Introduction to Lateral Reading
• Introduction to Webinar #2

Webinar Outline



English/Language Arts

Social 
     Studies

Science

●S2: Develop and 
use models

●S6: Construct 
explanations 
and design 
solutions

●E1: Demonstrate independence in reading complex 
texts and writing and speaking about them

●E7: Understand other cultures and perspectives 
through reading, listening, and collaborations

●SS1/S1: Develop questions 
and define problems

●SS2/S3: Plan and carry out 
inquiries and investigations

●SS4/S7/E5: Develop claims and 
arguments using evidence

●SS5/S8/E3/E4: Communicate and 
critique conclusions and information

●E2: Build a strong base of knowledge 
through content-rich texts

●SS3/S4/E5/E6: Value, gather, analyze, 
and evaluate data and evidence 

●SS6: Take 
informed action



In the chat:

How do your students make decisions about what to 
trust online (websites, social media, search results, 
etc.)? 



How can we help students do better? 









Fact Checker



Stanford student



Student’s conclusion



In your breakout, discuss: 

What did you notice about the fact checker’s approach? 

How did that compare to the student’s? 



Lateral reading



Lateral Reading

• Distrust what a site says 
or shows about itself

• Leave the site and search 
for information about 
the source through other 
reliable sites 

Vertical Reading

● Draw conclusions about the 
credibility of a site based on…
○ Quality/amount of 

information
○ Links & references
○ URL (.org, .edu)
○ Advertising

○ Professional appearance

○ About page 



Your turn!

Use lateral reading to help you decide if 
friendsofscience.org is a reliable source about 
climate change. 

http://friendsofscience.org


In your breakout, discuss: 

What did you learn about friendsofscience.org from lateral 
reading? 

Compare what you learned to typical student responses: 

bit.ly/friendsresponses
• What, if anything, is similar? 
• What is different? 
• What patterns do you notice in students’ reasoning? 

http://bit.ly/friendsresponses


In the chat, brainstorm:

How could you teach and use lateral reading in your 
content area? 

Please continue to think about this and bring more ideas 
to the Institute! 



• From Lateral Reading to Model-Evidence Link

LR → MELs

• Plausibility Ranking Task (link to be emailed)
• Article: Breakstone et al. 2018 (will be emailed)
• Webinar 2: Monday, May 18, 7 PM ET (same Zoom 

link in invite/to be emailed)

Next Steps



Webinar Evaluation Survey

Please fill out a Webinar Evaluation Survey at:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZCS698D 

 (this link will also be emailed out tonight)

Please fill out this survey by Friday May 8, 9 pm EDT

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZCS698D


Questions?

For general questions, use the Chat Box to ask them 

For specific questions, email us at MEL2institutes@gmail.com

Breakouts to discuss stipend paperwork, food, etc.—you can leave from 
the breakout as soon as you are done there. Thank you—we look forward 
to seeing you in two weeks!

mailto:MEL2institutes@gmail.com


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



Georgia Teachers Only - Must do to get paid!
You have been invited to register as a new domestic supplier for the University System of Georgia. Once your registration is submitted and approved, you will be able to do business with any of our 23 
business units (institutions).

NOTE: Do NOT use this link if you are an existing supplier with one of our institutions. For example, if you are currently doing business or have done business with Albany State University, and you are 
now planning to do business with Kennesaw State University, you WILL NOT need to complete this registration. Please reach out to your contact at the institution and they will be able to provide the 
forms that you will need to submit to make any additions or changes to your record.
Please use the following link to self register on our website: Register as Supplier.

Please reference the following job aids should you have questions while registering: Registration Job Aid , W-9 Job Aid.

Please have the following information for submitting your registration:
● The current revision of the W-9 filled out and ready to load to the registration portal. Link to current revision: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
● The Legal Name on Line 1 MUST match the IRS records for your tax filing, whether a business or an individual.
● Provide an EIN or SSN depending on whether you are doing business as a business or an individual.
● You must indicate your Federal Tax Classification.
● Corporate address.
● Form must be signed.

Please note that the University System of Georgia, in cooperation with the Georgia State Accounting Office, is working to reduce paper checks and utilize electronic payments as much as possible. 
Electronic payments will ensure secure and timely payment for your goods or services.

ACH Information needed to set up electronic payments:
● Bank Name
● Routing number
● Account number
● Name associated with the bank account

If you encounter difficulties uploading your W-9 pdf file, it may be too large. Please use the compression utility found here: PDF Compressor and try again.

If you have any other questions, issues, or feedback, please email oneusgsupport@usg.edu or call 1-877-251-2644 (toll free) and indicate that you are trying to register as a new SHARE supplier.

After submitting your registration, you may receive a phone call to verify your address and/or banking information. The phone call will originate from a "478" area code.

https://suppliers.fprod.gafirst.usg.edu/psc/sup/SUPPLIER/ERP/c/SUP_OB_MENU.AUC_BIDDER_REGISTR.GBL?pslnkid=BOR_AUC_BIDDER_REGISTR
https://www.usg.edu/gafirst-fin/documents/Supplier_Registration_Submission_Job_Aid.pdf
https://www.usg.edu/gafirst-fin/documents/W-9_Rev_2018_Job_Aid.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf__;!!DweK6V6qH8_o!fax-q3AZ9afZrqg8A_ANOsijTwKgppBVEGuL89BPG5cT4h6s4lP5lXIHBUPTQtBtTLWOthEVFcDOdmk_LN7aAfTgaG4OA-E$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.adobe.com/in/acrobat/online/compress-pdf.html__;!!DweK6V6qH8_o!fax-q3AZ9afZrqg8A_ANOsijTwKgppBVEGuL89BPG5cT4h6s4lP5lXIHBUPTQtBtTLWOthEVFcDOdmk_LN7aAfTg_iV2jYA$

