
The LR & MEL Teacher Guides
Directions and Hints



The MEL Project Teacher Guide 2.0

This is a guide, but it is also a work in 
progress with updates coming…

Latest versions will be found at:
https://d32ogoqmya1dw8.cloudfront.net/files/mel/teaching_resour

ces/mel_project_teacher_guide.v2.pdf 

https://d32ogoqmya1dw8.cloudfront.net/files/mel/teaching_resources/mel_project_teacher_guide.v2.pdf
https://d32ogoqmya1dw8.cloudfront.net/files/mel/teaching_resources/mel_project_teacher_guide.v2.pdf


New Mini Guide!



Section 1: Plausibility Ranking Task

• You’ve heard us talk about it, now 
it’s your turn.

• How do you talk about to your 
students about plausibility? 
Falsifiability?

• How do they talk about them?
• How are these topics articulated 
through your school’s curriculum?

• How would you guide your 
students though this exercise?



Section 2: Model Plausibility Ratings

• Things to watch out for:
• All the same number
• All choices adding to 10

• Some of the models have 
subtle language 
differences

• Hands up surveys
• Input from you



Section 3: Constructing a 
MEL/baMEL Diagram

Particularly for the baMEL
Different ways to do this….

•Choose models and evidences
• There is a fine line here.  We want 

to properly scaffold them, but we 
don’t want to direct students too 
much.

• Are there other things we can do 
to help kids with 
accommodations?



Section 4: Constructing a 
MEL/baMEl Diagram

Encourage students to be active 
participants in group discussion.

• Active does not necessarily mean 
talking.

• Taking notes would be helpful for 
when they move on to the 
explanation task.

• Of course, it helps us.

What else can we do to help 
them, but not too much?



Section 5: The Explanation Task

•Remind students to be as 
thorough as possible
• Even college students aren’t!

•Ask why they chose “nothing to 
do with”, if they did.

•There are different numbers of 
responses for different MEL’s.

•Have them re-rate all three 
models, even the one they didn’t 
do.
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LR Teacher Guide 

https://tinyurl.com/LR
teacher

https://tinyurl.com/LRteacher
https://tinyurl.com/LRteacher


Before you Teach: 
Select a Lesson Plan  



Before you Teach: 
Select a Topic Focus & Websites to Evaluate

Topics: 
Wetlands
Extreme Weather
Fracking
Freshwater
Climate change
Eutrophication 
Food Security
Moon Formation 
Fossils



Before you Teach: 
Copy/modify lesson slides & guiding questions



During the Lesson:
Consistent lesson flow

1. Lesson introduction and focus
2. Teacher-led modeling or short lecture
3. Students practice reading laterally in small 

groups
4. Whole-class discussion about credibility of 

source(s)
5. Closure 



During the Lesson: 
Use “Teacher Notes” as a lesson plan 



After the Lesson:  

● Evaluate students’ graphic organizers to gauge their progress 
& plan for the next lateral reading lesson 

● Encourage students to practice lateral reading in other parts 
of your class and their lives outside your class! 
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