
Introducing Lateral Reading 



Think of any experiences you’ve had encountering online 
misinformation (finding it, seeing others post it, sharing it 
yourself…)

How did it make you feel? 
What, if anything, did you do about it? 

Good morning! 



Lesson Context: Intro to Lateral Reading Lesson 

• Students have discussed what it means for a source to be 
credible 

• Students will be doing the Extreme Weather MEL in 
science class soon 



Lesson Introduction
What does it mean for a source to be credible? 

Why should we investigate whether a source is credible before we 

read it? 



Today’s Focus
How do we decide whether online sources are credible? 

We’re going to learn to do something called lateral reading. 



Source #0
https://tinyurl.com/exweather1

https://tinyurl.com/exweather1


Turn & talk: 
What steps did I take to evaluate the source? 

Why do you think we call this lateral reading? (hint: what does lateral 
mean?)



Source #1: Guided Practice
https://tinyurl.com/exweather2

https://tinyurl.com/exweather2


Source #1 Debrief

1 (not 
credible) 

10 (very 
credible) 

How credible did you decide the Heartland Institute was? 



Source #2: Guided Practice
https://tinyurl.com/exweather4

https://tinyurl.com/exweather4


Source #2 Debrief

1 (not 
credible) 

10 (very 
credible) 

How credible did you decide Environmental Defense Fund 
was? 



Comparing Sources
Which source(s) would you use to learn more about wildfires? 



Reflection
Why should we read laterally before we read a source? 



Debrief

• How was the lesson structured to introduce students to 
lateral reading? 

• What did you appreciate about the lesson? What might you 
do differently with your students? 
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