Suggested homework and/or class discussion questions “Drying of the West” National Geographic

Student Worksheet

Article found here:
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2008/02/drying-west/kunzig-text/1


Name:_____________________________________________

Date:_______________________________________________

According to the article:


1. What is the difference between complacent and sensitive trees and why are sensitive trees so important to find?





2. "You really need a catastrophe to get people's attention," Why is this an important point (paragraph 2).




3. Who relies on the Colorado River for water?



4. What is an acre-foot?




5. What was the catalyst for this research project?




6. Why is dead wood so valuable to this study?



7. What were the findings of the research?



8. What have other scientist found? The article goes into a meeting at Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory in the summer of 2007.



9. What are climate models predicting for future water resources?



10. What impacts of warming and drought are already occurring in the west?




11. How are government policies affecting wild fire frequency and severity?





12. What are “sky islands” and why are they important?





13. How are insect infestations related to global warming?




14. What do global vegetation models project for landcover changes in the future?





15. What are the consequences of building the Hoover and the other big dams during a historically wet period (unbeknown to water managers at the time) in the 1920s?





16. Does Phoenix’s ”Diversified portfolio” insulate them from water shortages? Why or why not?





17. How have the states agreed to deal with drought and water shortages in the future?




18. What sustainable measures have been taken to reduce water consumption? 




19. What other long-term sources of supply are water managers considering?




20. How did the 13th century people in Mesa Verde deal with extended drought?




21. What questions do you have about this article?




22. What is your reaction to this article?
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