
Homework 
 
There are five main types of rechargeable batteries: acid-lead, NiCd (nickel cadmium), 
NiMH (nickel metal hydride), Li-ion (lithium ion) and Li-polymer (lithium polymer). To 
answer question 2, you can either look at the battery (the battery type should be written 
on it), or look up your product type online to see the type of battery it will use. 
 
1. What devices do you (and/or your family) own that contain rechargeable batteries? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Pick at least two devices from your list above. What type of battery (e.g. NiCd) is 

found in each device? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How often do you replace these devices? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What do you do with the old ones? 
 
 
 



 
5. If you changed your consumption behavior, then how would this change the 

supply/demand picture for mineral resources?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What are the other main uses for: 
lead (Pb) 
 
 
nickel (Ni) 
 
 
 
lithium (Li) 
 
 
 

7. From what minerals are these elements extracted: 
Pb 
 
 
Ni  
 
 
Li 
 
 

 
To answer 6–7, you can use the USGS Minerals Yearbook at 
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/pubs/myb.html. 


