EET Workshops Implementation

Use this template to share the results of how you have incorporated the techniques of an EET chapter into your teaching. Let us know how you used the EET in the classroom by describing the projects and activities that you carried out with your students. In addition to this template, post a PowerPoint presentation or a text file with screen shots to document your results.

Name: Sally Needell
Position and school: 7th grade science and math teacher at Berwick Academy
Title of the EET Chapter on which you based your Project or Activity: Analyzing Plate Motion Using EarthScope GPS 

Datataset Used: SEAT GPS data
Tool Used: Powerpoint
Project/Activity Question(s):

· 7th grade students studying plate tectonics viewed a powerpoint on how GPS data is used to measure plate motion
Project/Activity Goal(s):

· Students understand current plate motion evidence.
Brief Description of the Project/Activity (What did students do?):

Students were shown a powerpoint presentation to see how GPS data is collected, graphed, and interpreted.  They used basic math skills to identify a linear equation represented by GPS data.  One student incorporated the Seattle GPS data in his class project on the Juan de Fuca plate’s interaction with the North American plate.

Number of Students (With how many students did you carry out the project/activity?):
     52 students viewed this information.
Time Spent on the Project/Activity (How many hours or class periods did the project/activity take?): Only one period (40 minutes) was devoted to GPS plate motion measurement.

Your Reflections on the Project/Activity:

· How do you feel the project/activity went with students? 
Fine.  Students had a basic understanding of plate tectonics theory and evidence for plate motion. I chose to show them how the data is used rather than have them actually work with the data themselves. Many of my students would be able to successfully plot the north-south and east-west data, but only with strong support from me.  This did not seem to be the best use of our time this year.  
· What sorts of questions did student ask? What insights did they have? How proficient are students in using the dataset and/or tool of the EET chapter? Students were curious about the application of GPS equipment. Some students visited a GPS system on a mountain in NH (above Gunstock Ski Area) while snowshoeing this winter. My students are studying pre-algebra, and many are challenged by abstract concepts. The best way to teach them about GPS data was to expose them to the process rather than work with the data.  
· How will you carry out this project/activity differently in the future?  My students have worked with excel, and could make their own plots in the future.
In addition to this template, please post a PowerPoint presentation or a text document with screen shots to document your results. Include examples of representative student work (without names) and any handouts or introductory materials you may have provided to accompany the project/activity.

If the materials you used come from other sources and are copy written, please cite where they come from. If you developed the materials you used, then please cite them with Your Name, Copyright Year. For example, Susan Smith, Copyright 2006.

