EET Workshops Implementation

Use this template to share the results of how you have incorporated the techniques of an EET chapter into your teaching. Let us know how you used the EET in the classroom by describing the projects and activities that you carried out with your students. In addition to this template, post a PowerPoint presentation or a text file with screen shots to document your results.

Name:
Aida Awad

Position and school:

Science Department Chair

Maine East High School

Park Ridge, IL

Title of the EET Chapter on which you based your Project or Activity:

Whither Sea Ice

Dataset Used:

Sea Ice data

Tool Used:

Image J

Project/Activity Question(s):

What role does the Arctic sea-ice play in the global climate patterns and what can we learn about climate change by studying the Arctic?

Project/Activity Goal(s):

Students work in pairs to create a 10 minute presentation based on their understanding of the research question. Format of presentation: digital movie, PowerPoint, Wiki, poster, skit or newscast.
Brief Description of the Project/Activity (What did students do?):
Students required to include data, images and information collected as a result of completing EET chapter, GIS activity on glacier locations, GIS activity of glacial movement, GIS activity on Greenland and the North Atlantic, Sea Ice investigation, A Friend Acting Strangely, Sachs Harbour investigation and the National Geographic Live Climate Change lecture at the Field Museum in Chicago.
Number of Students (With how many students did you carry out the project/activity?):
18 in my class plus an additional 42 in a second teacher’s classes
Time Spent on the Project/Activity (How many hours or class periods did the project/activity take?): 

Overall we spent 16 class days on the project. Class periods are 68 minutes.

Your Reflections on the Project/Activity:

· How do you feel the project/activity went with students? 
The Whither Sea Ice investigation was an integral part of our PBL on climate change. The webpages with information and data about the impact of climate change on Sachs Harbour drew students in to the problem by putting a human (or polar bear or caribou) face on the problem. Students enjoyed working through the webpages with a partner at their own pace and relished the opportunity to focus on aspects of the problem they were most interested in.

Students had some difficulty working with the data sets and Image J, but not more than expected.
· What sorts of questions did student ask? What insights did they have? How proficient are students in using the dataset and/or tool of the EET chapter?
Students were curious about the source of the data. It seemed difficult for a teenager to comprehend data being collected to study one issue over a period of many years (although they are exposed to other long term studies). I believe this issue really hit home for them because they were asked to manipulate and work with the data, it was not packaged neatly and given to them. 
· How will you carry out this project/activity differently in the future?
I will continue to do this PBL climate change project in the future. Students were required to create an outline as a homework assignment and were to add to it daily. In the future I will find a way to make the outline more of a group project and more accessible, perhaps a Wiki. Doing this should improve the accountability for student time spent on each portion of the project and on students to collect images, screenshots and information for their final presentations.

In addition to this template, please post a PowerPoint presentation or a text document with screen shots to document your results. Include examples of representative student work (without names) and any handouts or introductory materials you may have provided to accompany the project/activity.

If the materials you used come from other sources and are copy written, please cite where they come from. If you developed the materials you used, then please cite them with Your Name, Copyright Year. For example, Susan Smith, Copyright 2006.

