EET Workshops Implementation

Name:

Margaret Chernosky

Position and school: 

Geography Teacher, Bangor High School

Title of the EET Chapter on which you based your Project or Activity:

Exploring monsoon precipitation and streamflow in a semi-arid watershed 

Data set Used:

Precipitation, streamflow, and topographic data

Tool Used:

MyWorldGIS

Project/Activity Question(s):

Our science teachers wanted to see an example of how MyWorldGIS could be used in a Science classroom to study earth phenomena. 

Project/Activity Goal(s):

To introduce the science teachers to the software, data sets and the Earth Exploration Toolbook lessons. 

To show teachers how they can import data from local GIS agencies to study local landscapes. 

Brief Description of the Project/Activity:

All the  teachers have access to a MacBook with MyWorldGIS installed, and needed an introduction to the functionality of the software and locating data. I also introduced them to the richness of the Earth Exploration Toolbook. I walked the teachers through the lesson.

Number of Students:

Seventeen enthusiastic Science teachers, grades 9-12

Time Spent on the Project/Activity:

1 hour 30 minutes on a Friday afternoon.

Your Reflections on the Project/Activity:

· How do you feel the project/activity went with students? 

These teachers are fairly comfortable with technology, love to acquire raw data, study real world landscapes so the introduction was well received. 

· What sorts of questions did student ask? What insights did they have? How proficient are students in using the data set and/or tool of the EET chapter?

Most of the teachers wanted to use the tool with local data, this is fairly easy, because the Maine Office of GIS offers downloadable data sets. The one obstacle for the teachers will be unprojecting the Maine Office of GIS data into geographic decimal degrees. 

· How will you carry out this project/activity differently in the future?

I would make sure that every teacher had the data set loaded into MyWorldGIS ahead of time. We lost time loading the data, even though I had sent the teachers the instructions for downloading the lesson independently. 

