EET Workshops Implementation

Use this template to share the results of how you have incorporated the techniques of an EET chapter into your teaching. Let us know how you used the EET in the classroom by describing the projects and activities that you carried out with your students. In addition to this template, post a PowerPoint presentation or a text file with screen shots to document your results.

Name:  Stephen Hall
Position and school:  Teacher, Hamady Middle/High School
Title of the EET Chapter on which you based your Project or Activity: Seeing the Forest for the Trees:  What’s in Your Woods
Dataset Used:  Auburn Land Lab Fig Excel Sheet, Auburn FIA, Maine Forest Project File
Tool Used:  My World GIS
Project/Activity Question(s):

· Do Maine’s forests have a healthy level of biodiversity?

· How much data is required to have an accurate report?

Project/Activity Goal(s):

· Students will discuss biodiversity in forests, the importance of trees, and how much data is needed to create good scientific conclusions.

Brief Description of the Project/Activity (What did students do?):  I created a Power Point with screen shots of my work and also presented 2 additional Power Points from FIA.  I showed these Power Points to students on an interactive white board and had a very nice discussion with students about forests and the importance of taking enough data to get accurate results.
Number of Students :  56
Time Spent on the Project/Activity (How many hours or class periods did the project/activity take?):  one class period

Your Reflections on the Project/Activity:

· How do you feel the project/activity went with students? 

· What sorts of questions did student ask? What insights did they have? How proficient are students in using the dataset and/or tool of the EET chapter?

· How will you carry out this project/activity differently in the future?

In addition to this template, please post a PowerPoint presentation or a text document with screen shots to document your results. Include examples of representative student work (without names) and any handouts or introductory materials you may have provided to accompany the project/activity.

If the materials you used come from other sources and are copy written, please cite where they come from. If you developed the materials you used, then please cite them with Your Name, Copyright Year. For example, Susan Smith, Copyright 2006.

I completed all of the activities in the EET chapter exactly as outlined.  I followed all of the steps exactly.  During the teleconference the presenters carefully explained the implications of the project.  I tried carefully to relay this information to all my science students in summarized form.  

This is the third of three projects that I have done with my students.  Students grasped the concepts pretty much instantly.  They quietly and thoughtfully asked questions about the presentation.  Several students expressed doubt that someone would actually go out and count trees so I showed students the FIA data.  Students asked what the two cities were in Maine, and correctly recognized Augusta as the capital.  Students asked what the green dots represented on the map, and how scientists count the trees.  

A number of students volunteered information about why trees are important.  I had students do a quick demonstration about why looking at things too closely does not give an accurate picture.  They seemed to understand that very well.  Students made comments about the FIA Power Points, and the implications of those presentations.  Students asked questions about what certain graphs in the FIA presentation meant.  Overall the project went very well.  I fit it into my lesson plan as a career presentation of how scientists use data to monitor the health of forests.  
Students didn’t really have any trouble understanding the concepts and were visibly engaged and thoughtful throughout the process.  In the future, I would try to include more students, I think.  I left one class out.  I think all students could benefit from this excellent project.  

