EET Workshops Implementation

Name: Elaine Campbell

Position and school: Teacher, Thunderbird High School
Title of the EET Chapter on which you based your Project or Activity: Understanding Carbon Storage in Forests
Dataset Used: DATA: Forest Inventory and Analysis data
Tool Used: isee Player, Spreadsheet application
Project/Activity Question(s):

· What are some of the major factors/contributors to climate change?
· Can you think of any links between forests and climate?

· What elements/compounds are involved in climate change?

Project/Activity Goal(s):

· understand the role forests play in the carbon cycle and climate change 

· run a basic computer model by changing input values 

Brief Description of the Project/Activity (What did students do?):Part 1-Understanding How Forests Are Studied and Modeled was a reading assignment.  This was a perfect section.  It was relevant and easy to understand. We have covered the biogeochemical cycles and talked about models used in science, especially, in ecology.  The excel worksheets, State Carbon Summaries by Region and Spreadsheet to compare USFS Forest Inventory Carbon Stock were demonstrated.  Then the values for NH Foliar Nitrogen were used in the isee program and a graph was produced.  AZ was also examined in the same way. 
Number of Students (With how many students did you carry out the project/activity?): 150
Time Spent on the Project/Activity (How many hours or class periods did the project/activity take?): 1.5 hour per class.
Your Reflections on the Project/Activity:
· This activity went well.  We have talked about biomass and this reinforced the terms.  We have also talked about how scientists use models to evaluate ecological situations.
· My students have very poor math skills and most were lost with the spreadsheets.  Also the graphing was an issue.  Having different values on the same axis is confusing.
· How will you carry out this project/activity differently in the future? I really liked Part 1 and the story line on isee.  I think this will be part of the curriculum on a yearly basis.
· Questions were written and the students read the Case Study and Part 1 and answered the questions.
