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Located in Lakewood, Colorado



Trefny Honors 
Vision

Developing Student Leaders 
through STEM

Promoting Equity and Access in 
Honors education

Providing exceptional opportunities 
for learning and development for 
our exceptional students

https://www.rrcc.edu/honors

2 yr cohort program
HNR courses
Scholarship

Advising

https://www.rrcc.edu/honors


Metro Denver STEM Alliance
LSAMP 

o 175-200 Scholars in Denver

o Navigators share events, jobs, 
opportunities across 
Denver/Colorado- CO-WY AMP



RRCC STEM Student Data
Enrollment

Academic 

Year 

Total STEM 

Enrollment

URM STEM 

Enrollment
% URM

Hispanic African-

American

Native 

American

2019-20 2050 458 19.9% 1.6% 0.8%

Last year URM Students made up 23% of STEM Enrollment.



Addressing Equity Issues http://cue.usc.edu/research/c
olorado-equity-in-excellence/

Our campus has goals that are explicitly stated by race and 
ethnicity to improve retention, graduation, and STEM participation

Support for programs like L-SAMP, Trefny Honors and TRIO

Supporting high impact practices to improve learning outcomes for 
under-represented groups in STEM

Focus on place-based learning opportunities

http://cue.usc.edu/research/colorado-equity-in-excellence/


https://aacu.org/sites/default/files/files/assessinghips/AssessingHIPS_TGGrantReport.pdf

https://aacu.org/sites/default/files/files/assessinghips/AssessingHIPS_TGGrantReport.pdf


https://aacu.org/sites/default/files/files/assessinghips/AssessingHIPS_TGGrantReport.pdf

https://aacu.org/sites/default/files/files/assessinghips/AssessingHIPS_TGGrantReport.pdf


Honors Wicked Problem: 
Climate Change Now
• Interdisciplinary problem 

that has local, regional 
and global impact.

• Climate issues are 
infused in scientific, 
social, political and 
economic contexts.



Program Infusion 

Honors classes

Campus Action Projects

Service Learning

Creative Problem Solving & Leadership Skill



Build honors course content using InTegrate and 
GETSI materials



Teasel and invasive species mapping and 
restoration project



Pollinator Pathways:
Garden, greenhouse and compost project



Camera traps and data processing project



Interpretive Trail Project



Student Opportunities

• Service learning

• Community Engaged learning

• Undergraduate research

• Professional presentations



URE STEP 
Program
(MDSA)
Summer 2021

Students engage in new 

Non-experimental track 

of URE program

Build confidence, STEM 

field exploration, 

community focus

Lightning Talks at end 

(6weeks), survey

Round Tables, Seminar 

Chats, Workshops



LSAMP URE

at Red Rocks 

Community College

Interdisciplinary 

Study

Urad Lake- Empire, CO



Habitat Suitability 

great lens to 
explore 
intersection of 
concepts in theory 
and in practice. 



LSAMP URE

at Red Rocks Community College

Interdisciplinary Study

Observational 
data 

collection-
groups

Workshops,  
Lit. Research

Compilation / 
Data 

collection



LSAMP RRCC- URE
Interdisciplinary Study

• Students from various majors engage 
together, each collecting subsets of data –
gain exposure to multiple fields while 
focusing on their own topics/data

• Field time and lab time on campus

• 2 semesters – Fall 2021, Spring 2022 –
flexible





Thank you!


