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A little background…

CRISIS!



Why get involved early?

• Students don’t encounter earth

sciences in high school and need to be

introduced to the things we study

• Early advising means they might

actually follow your advice

• They will remember your enthusiasm

and come back for more



How to get involved early

1. Actively advise freshmen

2. Participate in university events

3. Offer fun and significant

opportunities for involvement

4. Keep the door open

5. Create research opportunities for

freshmen and sophomores



Advising freshmen

• Designate someone as the starting point

• Get to know other freshmen advisors

• Talk to ALL students

• Know their needs and restrictions

• Know your classes and curricula

• Create easy opportunities for involvement

and advertise them (more later)





University events

• Participate in new student orientation

• Majors nights, open houses

• Advertise in targeted publications

• Highlight your strong points - field

opportunities, research, community





Creating opportunities

• GES 3 Current Topics in the Earth and

Environmental Sciences

• GES 191 Field Trips (Thanksgiving

Break field trip to Owens Valley)

• Significant introductory courses

every quarter/semester - advertise!



Keep the door open

• Referrals from other advisors and

students

• Get to know your counterparts in other

sciences, math, engineering, etc.

• Establish relationships (next talk)



Encountering research early

• Advertise opportunities

to see and do research

to freshmen

• Mentor them through

the research process

• Build students who

want to learn more



The bottom line:

• It takes time, money, and effort to get

involved early

• The rewards are worth it

http://pangea.stanford.edu/GES/undergraduates/

annegger@stanford.edu


