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Kevin Johnson, Starbucks chief executive officer, was 
among those on a panel this morning titled “Leadership: 
What cities, states, businesses, investors and civil society 
have achieved together.”





Democratic governor Phil Murphy said, a key development in his goal of 
adding 3.5 gigawatts of wind energy in the state by 2030 -- which he 
called "the largest and most ambitious wind energy solicitation 
schedule in the nation."
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This workshop will be a forum for community, business, 
and education leaders to showcase and explore models 
that build social will and capacities needed to assist 
communities and businesses in reaching the net zero 
emissions by 2050 needed to achieve the Paris 
Agreement’s aspiration for a 1.5 degree world. 
Participants will work together to develop options for 
integrating climate change education, community 
engagement, and workforce development activities into 
local climate action plans with the goal of accelerating 
and supporting place-based climate solutions.
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Workshop Supporters

This event is primarily supported by the National Science Foundation-funded 
Climate Change Education Partnership (CCEP) Alliance and National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, in coordination with the Climate Literacy and 
Energy Awareness Network (CLEAN). The organizers are joined by colleagues 
from across the nation’s climate education community who have synthesized a 
decade of federal agency and philanthropic literacy initiatives to support the 
event's outcomes.



Workshop Planning Committee
Billy Spitzer, PhD, Vice President - Programs, Exhibits, and 
Planning, New England Aquarium

Andrea Gingras, BS, Manager, Ocean Sciences Education, 
Inner Space Center, University of Rhode Island

Kristen Iverson Poppleton, MS, Director of Programs, 
Climate Generation: A Will Steger Legacy

Frank Niepold, MSED, Climate Education Coordinator, 
NOAA Climate Program Office, Climate Literacy & Energy 
Awareness Network, Co-chair 

Gail Scowcroft, PhD, Associate Director, Inner Space Center, 
University of Rhode Island

Elena Sparrow, PhD,, Education Outreach Director, 
International Arctic Research Center (IARC) 

Oliver Sellers-Garcia, Director, Office of Sustainability and 
Environment, City of Somerville

Mil Niepold, Founder and President, The Mara Partners

Sarah Schoedinger, Senior Program Manager, NOAA Office 
of Education

Anne Gold, Director, CIRES Education & Outreach, Climate 
Literacy & Energy Awareness Network, Co-chair 

Malinda Chase, Tribal Liaison, Alaska Climate Science 
Center, International Arctic Research Center

Christina Nicholson, Director, Environmental Impact, 
Sustainable Innovation, Global Sustainability, Gap Inc



CLEAN Network Interns
Haley Crim

Haley Crim is an intern with the 
New Knowledge Organization 
and a rising senior at Bates 
College in Maine. She is 
majoring in environmental 
studies and minoring in physics 
and Russian.

Silas Swanson

Silas Swanson is a Sophomore 
Earth and Environmental 
Engineering major at Columbia 
University, and member of 
Youth Climate Advisory Board 
Member at The Wild Center

Samaa Eldadah 

Samaa Eldadah is a senior at 
Sandy Spring Friends School. 
She is a goal-oriented and 
team-minded worker. Her 
interests include policy, 
advocacy, and education.



The Objectives

Supporting Action

Explore how climate change 
education, community 
engagement, and workforce 
development programs are 
assisting communities in their 
ambitious climate action goals for 
the coming decades; and

Community Collaborations

Identify how community and 
business leaders can work with 
climate change education 
professionals to meet the goals of 
local and regional climate action 
plans.
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Case Studies

● Education to Support Informed Decision Making by Key Influential 

Community Leaders, Climate Education Partners

● Building Capacity for Productive Public Engagement, NNOCCI Program

● Youth at the Helm of Building Community Climate Empowerment, The Wild 

Center

● Empowering Communities through Workforce Development, GRID 

Alternatives

● Comprehensive Workforce Development for Social and Environmental 

Justice, Solar One

● Community Transformation through Youth Leadership, Strategic Energy 

Innovations (SEI)

http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Key-Influential-CEP.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Key-Influential-CEP.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/KI-informal-NNOCCI-final.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Youth-Lake-Placid2FNewYork-State-Case-Study-Draft-.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Youth-Lake-Placid2FNewYork-State-Case-Study-Draft-.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Workforce-Grid-Alternatives-State-Case-Study-1.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Workforce-Grid-Alternatives-State-Case-Study-1.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Workforce-Solar-New-York-1.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Workforce-Solar-New-York-1.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/SEI-San-Rafael-Case-Study-1.pdf
http://ccepalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/SEI-San-Rafael-Case-Study-1.pdf


Education Supporting Community Climate Action 
Case Studies 

“Increasing the sustainability of New York 
City’s systems is of critical and growing 
importance. Solar One’s Solar Schools and 
Career and Technical Education Programs 
bring our solar program to life for school 
communities in an engaging way, connecting 
the benefit of resilient infrastructure with the 
value of career preparation. Green jobs have 
earned a place on the radar of our youth, and 
we are thrilled that Solar One strongly 
supports student learning and leadership in 
this workforce development!”

Meredith McDermott, Director of 
Sustainability, NYC Department of Education





Daisy Meyer
Workforce Development Manager
GRID Alternatives



Cyane Dandridge is the Founder 
and Executive Director of Strategic 
Energy Innovations (SEI)









Key Solution to 
Sustained Climate 

Actions
Effective climate change education, 
civic engagement, and workforce 
development are critical for 
communities to reach their climate 
action goals. The event confirmed that 
education can support community 
leaders by building social will, making 
solutions visible and create the 
capacities needed to support 
communities so they can seize the 
opportunities of a post-carbon and 
climate resilient future.
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Accelerating Climate Action: A Workshop 
for Community, Business, and Education 

Leaders

Report coming soon

http://ccepalliance.org/accelerating-climate-action-workshop/

Check out the Climate Education and Opportunities Collective Impact Summit Report
http://ccepalliance.org/collective-impact-summit/ 

http://ccepalliance.org/accelerating-climate-action-workshop/
http://ccepalliance.org/collective-impact-summit/

