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Today’s Agenda

• Introductions

• Earth Day 
Past, Present, 
and Future

• Discussion



Introduction
Tracey Ritchie

Director of Education, Earth Day Network

Joined the EDN team in January 2018

PhD from University of Florida- Go Gators!

Degrees in Environmental Education and Wildlife Ecology

Working in Environmental Education for 14+ years 



The First Earth Day

In what year was the first Earth Day?



1970: The First Earth Day

o Senator Gaylord Nelson of 
Wisconsin  

o Mobilized 20 million Americans

o Organized by Denis Hayes

o Birth of the modern environmental 
movement

o Led to the U.S. bedrock 
environmental laws



1970: The First Earth Day

o Senator Nelson called for a 
National Teach-In on the 
environment

o What is a teach-in?

A series of lectures and 
discussions on a subject 
of public interest 



1990: We Go Global!

o Mobilized 200 million people in 141 
countries

o Major focus on recycling

o Paved the way for the 1992 UN Earth 
Summit in Rio



o Over 192 countries

o More than 1 BILLION people

o 50,000 partners

o Yearly Themes

Earth Day Today!



Earth Day 2018: 
End Plastic Pollution

• Plastic is detrimental for 
various reasons, not just in 
marine environments

• Fundamental change in 
attitude toward plastic 
usage 



• Universal right for all species to exist

• Habitat

• Healthy population 

• Genetic variation

Earth Day 2019:
Protect Our Species



What resources do we 
offer?

• Toolkits

• Involvement Information

• Current Affairs information

www.earthday.org/earthdayinabox



Earth Day’s 50th Anniversary



Earth Day 2020
o Global campaign initiatives
o Creation of a lasting and effective 

movement
o We will work to SAVE our earth 

ecosystem



TOGETHER WE WILL
S.A.V.E. 

OUR EARTH

Earth Challenge 2020 will 
be one of the largest 
citizen science initiatives 
ever attempted, 
strengthening the nexus 
between science, the 
environment, and 
people’s quality of life.

The Great Global Cleanup 
will be the world’s largest 
ever coordinated, 
environmental volunteer
effort, engaging millions of 
students to clean up their 
schools, communities, and 
natural areas. 

Earth Day Events will 
mobilize, activate, and 
amplify commitments from 
millions of students around 
the world. These events will 
range from the schoolyard 
to the National Mall in DC. 

The Global Teach-In will 
involve millions of students,
educators, and individuals, 
sparking new ideas and
opportunities to educate for 
action.

ACTION EDUCATESCIENCE VOLUNTEER



Earth Day 2020

• Vote Earth
• Foodprints for the Future
• MobilizeU
• Artists for the Earth
• Mall Event, April 25th



Education Resources
● Earth Challenge Activities

● Teach-In Grab Bags

● Climate Education Week 

● Environmental Education Day

● Toolkits

● Event Registration

● Educator Network Newsbites

https://www.earthday.org/campaigns/education/educationgreen-schools/environmentaleducation/
https://www.earthday.org/campaigns/education/educator-network-newsbites/


Climate Action



18



Thank You! & Questions?

Contact

Ritchie@earthday.org

Connect

www.earthday.org

✓ Subscribe to the Newsletter

✓ Register your events- Billion Acts of Green!

✓ Follow us on Social Media!

Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter

mailto:Ritchie@earthday.org
http://www.earthday.org/

