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Shifting Seasons: Tribal 

Communities Fostering Resilience 

to Climate Change

� Historical Context of Menominee

� Establishment of CMN and SDI

� Tribal Diversity

� Situational Awareness

� CMN Research and academic efforts

Overview
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� Origin Story – Mouth of the Wolf River

� People of the Wild Rice

� Menominee Termination Act of 1954

� Menominee County

� December 22, 1973 – Restoration Act

� Located in Northeast 
Wisconsin

� 358 miles² or 235,000 
acres

� pop 4,562
� 128 lakes and 4 rivers, 

(Wolf River)

www.wikipedia.org
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“Start with the rising sun and work toward the setting sun, 
but take only the mature trees, the sick trees, and the trees 
that have fallen.  When you reach the end of the reservation, 
turn and cut from the setting sun to the rising sun and the 
trees will last forever.” Chief Oshkosh, Menominee Oral History

There is more standing saw timber volume 1.7 billion board 
feet now, than there was in 1854…an estimated 1.2 billion 
board feet.

Over that same period, over 2.25 billion board feet have been 
harvested from that same acreage.

www.mtewood.com
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� 235,000 acres

� > 90% forested

� Sustained Yield

� Continuous Forest 
Inventory (888)

� Forest Management Plan 
& Economics

� Intelligent Tinkering

“It is said of the Menominee that the sacredness of the land is their 
very body, the values of the culture are their very soul, the water is 
their very blood. It is obvious, then, that the forest and its living 
creatures be viewed as food for their existence.”

–Marshal Pecore, MTE Forest Manager, Journal of Forestry, 
July 1992

Sustainable Forestry

� “Sustainability” is a popular term today, with many organizations speaking 
of "green" studies and sustainability programs. We celebrate the attention 
being given to this critically important topic, but for CMN, the idea of 
sustainable development is deeper and more broadly focused than in many 
other institutions. For our College and the Menominee People who 
chartered CMN, sustainable development has roots in the moral code, 
governance structure and sustainable forestry practices that evolved within 
the tribe over many centuries.

� Since its beginning in 1993, the College of Menominee Nation has built its 
curriculum around these concepts and values. At the core are respect for the 
land, water and air; partnership with other creatures of earth, and a way of 
living and working that achieves a balance between use and replenishment 
of all resources.

� The commitment extends beyond the natural world to all human endeavors 
- science, technology, business, human services, health, education and the 
arts and humanities. You will find this commitment demonstrated across the 
CMN curriculum and providing the nucleus of many of the College’s 
programs.

-S. Verna Fowler, Ph.D.

President

College of  Menominee Nation
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� American College and University Presidents 

Climate Commitment

� Clinton Global Initiative University

� Situational Awareness

� Self-reliance

� Intergenerational Equity

� Social Equity

� Environmental Justice

� Economic Development

� Because our tribal CULTURES tell us to
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� Invasive Species

� Emerald Ash Borer

� Mountain Pine Beetle

� Purple Loose Strife

� Drought

� Water rights / In stream-

flow

� Tribal croplands

� Tribal forestlands

� Animal Behavior

� Black Bears

� Salmon spawning

Photo Courtesy of Oregon Department of Forestry
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� With global temperatures rising it is 

increasingly imperative to understand the 

potential implications this may have on the 

Menominee people and their forest.

� It is anticipated that climate change will 

have some effects on those tree species that 

have evolved to survive current climate 

conditions

http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/atlas/

CMN has an excellent working relationship with the U.S. Forest Service.

Their research publications are integrated into the classroom assignments.
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� NASA /AIHEC Funded
� Community Based Journalism
� Mutual Mentorship
� www.teachersdomain.org

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mu3i63YaBgk&featu

re=player_embedded#

42 Plots     21 Countries     4.5 Million Trees 

8,500 Species



8/5/2012

9


