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Whether it's cursing the lack of protected bike lanes, organizing for more
diverse methods of commuting long distances, or affectionately
identifying oneself as a NUMTOT (New Urbanist Memes for Transit
Oriented Teens) on the NUMTOT Facebook page — transportation gets
people jazzed. Transit is an increasingly hot topic of conversation and for
good reason. How we get around our reservations, towns, suburbs, and
cities is key to securing equitable access to opportunities and the
essentials of life, and to ensuring a livable climate for generations to
come. We must address transportation in our communities to tackle
climate justice in Washington — people living in urban and rural
Washington alike deserve an array of options to get them where they
need to go.
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Ourcurrent transportation system requires burning fossil fuels, which
increases greenhouse gas emissions. According to a 2021 report released
share of total greenhouse gas emissions in the United States (excluding
the US military), producing 29% of total emissions in 2019. This holds true
leading source of greenhouse gas emissions as coming from
transportation. People across the state overwhelmingly rely on personal
vehicles as their primary mode of transit, as well as trucking, commerce,
and travel on planes and ferries.

The transportation sector sits at the nexus of transforming climate and
justice. How we move in our communities determines our access to
employment and education opportunities, healthcare and social services,
green spaces, healthy and culturally appropriate grocery stores, and
visiting friends and family.

Reliable and efficient public transit directly correlates to economic
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tratric acciaents and exposure to toxIC poliution. Black, Indigenous, and



people of color (BIPOC) and low-income communities are forced to accept
the burden of poor air quality and a harmful proximity to rivers of toxic
pollution cutting through communities in the form of freeways.

Thanks to the resilient work of transportation advocates and coalitions
across the state, transportation equity has garnered attention from
years of failed bills. This package included a gas tax increase, lower and
cleaner carbon fuels standards, and a requirement that state agencies
add to a fund to “support transit-oriented, affordable housing

There are many complexities to juggle in a transportation package,
including choosing revenue sources and determining how money is
allocated between maintenance, investing in multimodal options — like
sidewalks, bike lanes, bus routes and trains — and roadway expansion. The
2015 package represented a start to transform transit in Washington, but
deeper systematic change is needed to create an anti-racist, anti-abelist,
just transportation system.

Transportation justice — and an equitable transportation package — must

and unique roadblocks to accessing essential services and are often
overlooked in conversations about multimodal transit options.
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justice when it ensures everyone can get from point A to point B in
reliable, safe, and environmentally sustainable ways regardless of zip
code, race, ability, class, or any other identity. Washington State can do
this by investing in multi-modal transit options, such as public transit,

describes Transportation for All as an effort to create equity,
environmental justice, and accessibility-informed goals for Washington's
transportation sector. The bill did not pass in its entirety, but a budget
provision required state agencies to consult overburdened communities
and fund two projects that center clean and just transportation.
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How our transportation system is funded and how investments are
allocated, with low emission and carbon impacts, are essential facets of a
transportation package. That is the aim of the proposed 2021 Clean and
Just Transportation Package. The bill included a provision to allocate a
large portion of investments towards building up safe and accessible
transportation in overburdened neighborhoods.

Re-writing a transit budget is a major, multi-year operation that requires
constructing new tax codes and identifying alternative revenue sources.
Disappointingly, the package was not even introduced by the legislature this
year. However, Governor Jay Inslee ratified the Clean Fuel Standard,
targeting the reduction of the carbon intensity of fuel with the goal to
reduce statewide “emissions by 1.8 million metric tons of carbon dioxide

The wins and losses from this year are significant in the landscape of
transportation equity in our state. The urgent need for financially and
physically accessible, environmentally clean transportation options is not
a new concept for communities across the state — especially those that
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that addressing transportation Is a climate and equity pursult, too.



The current initiatives are not enough. There is no time to waste to transform
our transportation sector to meet the needs of everyone. Transit connects
environmental justice, climate justice, and social justice, and can shuttle
us from a disconnected, fossil fuel-reliant economy towards a world where
physical and social barriers are dissolved and our societies are rooted in
collaboration with the natural world.
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Rebecca Lumbantobing (she/her) is a senior at the University of Puget
Sound pursuing a double major in Environmental Policy and Science,
Technology & Society. She is passionate about climate and environmental
Justice and sustainable and just transit. Rebecca calls Washington and
Indonesia home. In her free time, she loves to cook, play the guitar, and
witness the Tacoma sunsets.
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Washington Conservation Action CEO Alyssa Macy was announced as one of the
winners of the 2023 Ecotrust Indigenous Leadership Award
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Big Oil CEOs are lying about gas prices
again, let’'s hold them accountable

Add your name to stand against Big Oil's greed and urge your lawmakers to hold
them accountable.
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ORGANIZATIONAL RACIAL & ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Conservation: Protecting People and
Nature as One

At Washington Conservation Action, we believe in the power of meaning —
leaning into what we feel is enshrined in the original ideals of “‘conservation.”

While we must and do acknowledge the term’s complex history, we believe it has
wider awareness across the state of Washington

Read More
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We are honored to live and work on the traditional and ancestral lands of the Nations whose current lands we
call Washington, including the Chehalis, Chinook, Colville, Cowlitz, Duwamish, Hoh, Jamestown, Kalispel,

Kikiallus, Lower Elwha, Lummi, Makah, Marietta Band, Muckleshoot, Nisqually, Nooksack, Palouse, Port
Famhla Dinmalliin Nuilanta Niniinanlt Qamich Qanil_Quiiattla Chaalhaatar Chkalbamich CShnnhamich Cnnminia lmia
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We express our gratitude as guests and thank the original and current stewards of this land. What we
experience today is a product of these nations’ ancestors’ ability to be in relationship with the natural world.
We would not be here without their guardianship and connection to the earth.

We also acknowledge Black and African labor on which this country built its prosperity—we honor you.



