Attachment “3”

An Assessment of Riparian Vegetation in a Human-Influenced Landscape

Curriculum created by Lisa Carlson, Centralia College                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Student Handout

Riparian Vegetation Data Sheet

Name_______________________

(Use separate data sheet for each sampling node.  Each group takes data for one node per site, then shares data.)
	Field Location
	Date

	
	


Tree density and diameter


Distance from river (sample node)
	Enter DBH of each tree ≥ 3 cm within 5m of sample node
	10m
	20m
	30m

	Bigleaf maple (broadleaf)
	
	
	

	Red alder (broadleaf)
	
	
	

	Black cottonwood (broadleaf)
	
	
	

	Oregon ash (broadleaf)
	
	
	

	Willow spp.  (broadleaf)
	
	
	

	Douglas-fir (conifer)
	
	
	

	Western hemlock (conifer)
	
	
	

	Western redcedar (conifer)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total # of trees within 5m of the node 
	
	
	


Forest Canopy Density (record the points with open sky on spherical densiometer)  
	
	10m
	20m
	30m

	Points with open sky


	
	
	

	% open sky (= points x 1.04)


	
	
	

	% closed canopy (= 100 - % open)


	
	
	


Maximum Canopy Height (for entire site)   ______________ m

Non-native ground cover (estimate % of ground covered by non-native plant species up to 1m high within 5m of sample node)

	
	10m
	20m
	30m

	% non-natives
	
	
	


Shrub Density (record % of person covered by shrubs at 5 m NESW, then average)
	
	10m
	20m
	30m

	% shrub cover

N E S W
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	average
	
	
	


Light Levels (take four reading at each node)

	
	10m
	20m
	30m

	Light 

N E S W
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	average
	
	
	


Temperature (take one reading at each node)

	
	10m
	20m
	30m

	degrees C


	
	
	


Relative Humidity (take one reading at each node)

	
	10m
	20m
	30m

	% RH
	
	
	


Other Observations

What other data would be helpful?  What is unusual about this site?  What human influence is in the area?  

