Student Handout: Ethnobotany Assignment




For Native Plants, Native Peoples: Ethnobotany of the Puget Sound Bioregion

Curriculum created by Liz Fortenbery, Tacoma Community College
Description: 

Choose a particular plant native to this region and research the native knowledge and uses of the plant you have chosen.  Also try to find a name for the plant in an Indian language of this area, or an English translation of what it was called by a native community in this area.

Note:

Those of you who signed up for a plant that was on the list for the TCC Restoration Ecology site, or those who already cleared a different plant with me, can be certain you are researching a native plant.  If you chose a different plant, please make sure it is a native of this area, and please let me know what it is.

Guidelines:

· Use at least two sources.  One of them should be a print source from reserve/reference at the college library.  The other source can be print or electronic.  Ask the reference librarian if you need help.  

· Length: about a page if double-spaced (but if you find a lot of information and want to write more, please feel free to do so).

· List your references at the end, and make sure to provide the full reference.  For example, if using an electron resource, it is not enough to just list the URL address.  You still need to provide author, date, and so on, so that we know it is a credible source and not an internet wacko.  The school’s library webpage has resources to help you with citations and references.

Print sources on reserve at Tacoma Community College library:

Gunther, Erna (1973, 1945). Ethnobotany of Western Washington: The Knowledge and Use of Indigenous Plants by Native Americans. Seattle: University of Washington Press.

Lyons, C.P. (1999). Trees and Shrubs of Washington. Edmonton, AB: Lone Pine Publishing.

Pojar, Jim and Andy MacKinnon, eds. (1994). Plants of the Pacific Northwest Coast. Vancouver BC: Lone Pine Publishing.

Note: this is one of the guides we used on our walk.  It is informative but keep in mind it includes a lot of non-native species also!

Turner, Nancy J. (1995). Food Plants of Coastal First Peoples.  Vancouver BC: UBC Press.

In the reference section at TCC library:

Turner, Nancy J. (1998). Plant technology of First Peoples in British Columbia. Vancouver BC: UBC Press.
