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The following describes the short paper assignment.

Gender and Philosophy

Philosophy 206

Short Papers: Description and Expectations

Description

Following our three seminar discussions this quarter, you will have the opportunity to write a 2-3 page paper, usually due on the Tuesday after seminar.  You are required to write two of these three papers.  These papers must be typed, double-spaced.  In terms of the format/content of these papers, you have two choices. 
· You may write a paper in which you explicate a concept or idea (i.e. freedom, responsibility, absurdity, anguish, etc)

· You may write an argument paper in which you make a clear and specific claim and then back up your claim with reasons/justification

Whichever one you choose, these papers should be analytical.  In other words, their purpose is to analyze, synthesize, and interpret the assigned text(s), videos, and films.  Since all of your classmates and your instructor have read or viewed the same materials, there is no need to summarize their contents.  Instead, interpret and analyze the materials; respond to them analytically; for works of fiction, give your “take” on the symbolism/meanings, characters, character actions, and the thesis of the stories as these relate to questions of ethics.

Getting started

Here are some steps to follow to get you started:

1. Identify an idea, point, or theme really struck you in the class so far.  For instance, if one of the seminar questions particularly interested you, use your response to it as the unifying theme of your paper.  (Then you can use your seminar notes to create the paper!)  You could also take one of the class themes and write about how it threads through the reading a videos so far.  In addition, I will give you some ideas/suggestions for paper topics each time.

2. Identify where and how in our class texts and videos your chosen idea, point, or theme is addressed.   Note that, if your paper is an argument paper, the authors we have read may take a contrasting view to your own.   

Organization

After you complete the above steps, you are ready to organize and write your paper.  Since these papers are condensed pieces of writing, it must be well organized and succinct.  

· The introductory paragraph sets up the whole paper, synthesizing your ideas. In this first paragraph, you should begin by drawing the reader into your paper by describing the question at issue in such a way that the reader recognizes the issue’s significance.  Also, this paragraph should have a thesis (basically the purpose and unifying focus of your seminar paper).  The thesis statement sums up in 1-3 sentences the conclusion(s) you’ve reached in analyzing the assigned readings for this unit.  Since this paper is essentially an opinion paper, the theses statement should be a direct one – no need to write, “I believe”, “I think” etc.

· The body paragraphs should develop and support your thesis with specific analysis and interpretation from the texts/videos themselves.  Generally, a good paper has at least three body paragraphs.  In each paragraph, you must use one direct quote from one of our class texts to support the key idea of that paragraph.  Each quote must be analytically interpreted.  

Think of each quote as the inner core of an Oreo cookie*.  One of the outer chocolate layers is the framing/introduction/contextualization for the quote.  The other outer chocolate layer is the analytic interpretation for the quote and the connection back to paragraph’s key idea.

· Finally, the concluding paragraph should sum up and draw all of your analysis together with a sense of closure.  However, your conclusion should not introduce any new or surprise analysis.  This restriction means that in general, one should not use a direct quote in the concluding paragraph.

Content

Understanding the material we read for this class is like peeling away the leaves of an artichoke.  Each issue we will study and each article you will read possesses multiple layers of understanding.  You will likely only peel away the first few layers this quarter, but you will recognize the presence of many more layers.  This recognition can be frustrating because you will be seeing how much more than what you presently understand there is to understand about an issue or argument.  When you experience this frustration, try to adopt Socrates’ perspective that true wisdom is recognizing how much one doesn’t know.  Hard to live with?  Yes!  
Having said this, I want you to know that I expect you to peel away at least these first few layers.  This process itself takes hard work in carefully and closely reading and then spending some time thinking about the ideas and arguments expressed in what you read.  Coming to class and discussing the reading with me and your fellow classmates will help to fill in your gaps in understanding!

Paper Assessment

I will assess each paper based on the following elements:

1. Analysis:  the skill of breaking down the author’s claims and arguments into smaller pieces and looking at each of those pieces separately.  Each paper must include a direct quote in each paragraph, from at least two different class texts.

2. Accuracy:  the skill of representing the author’s claims and arguments correctly.

3. Insight/Depth of Thinking: the ability to think creatively and deeply about and argument or claim, and to express these thoughts in writing. 

4. Development:  the skill of thoroughly and completely explaining an argument or claim.

5. Organization:  The skill of making sure that the ideas in your paper are clear and focused and these ideas are cohesive within each paragraph and connect between the paragraphs.

Technical stuff:  Finally, I would like your paper to be fairly clean on the technical stuff: grammar, sentence structure, and spelling and typing format all affect the overall quality of your paper.  Use complete and grammatical sentences.  Moreover, use transitions (both within and between paragraphs) to achieve a smooth flow from one point to the next.  Don’t let the little stuff distract a reader from understanding the great ideas you have to share.

Late Policies 

I accept late papers until the third day after each due date, with the following reductions in score:

· 1 day late


10% reduction

· 2 days late


20% reduction

· 3 days late


30% reduction

No late papers accepted after that date unless you’ve made a previous arrangement with me!!

