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ICELAND POST=GLACIAL VOQLCANICS
Introduction

Dr. S. Thorarinsson provided information about, and suggested collecting
localities for, the Post-Glacial Volcanics. we did not get the rhyolite on
Heela nor the granophyre on the peninsula 150 Km, NNMN of Reykjavik because
the latter would have required a two day trip.

The great volcanic zone which bisects Iceland lies astride the mid-oceanic
ridge., Dr, Thorarinsson has expressed the thought that the oceanic ridge may
not be purely tectonic but is in part constructional,

. A group of kodachrome slides is availlable to illustrate topographic
features and petrological details.
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Location and Description’.of Specimens

1. Vesicular basalt, 7 Km. S of Alrport Highway about 6 Km. N og Grindurik (SW
of Reykjavik),

2. Vesicular olivine basalt (pikrite), approx. 2.5 Km. E of Grindurik.

3. Scoria with phenocrysts from small cone 2 Km., £ of road N, to alrport.

L, Vesicular gray basalt, top of Larghill shield volcano. This flow apparently
extended from an upwelling which spread lava in all directions forming a

shield. This, according to Icelandinc geologists, is the TYPE shield
volcano which is very different in construction from Mono Loa on Haweili.

. 5. Yorphyritic tholeiite = a marginal faclies of the Laki flow of 1783, See

reference on the Lakagigar Eruption of 1783. This erruption lasted about
L mounths and disgorged about 12,3 Km.J of lava covering 565 Km.2 to qualify
as the world®s largest modern lava flow,

6. Transition alkali basalt. Hrifunes, Skafta River.

7. Porphyritic ankaramite, dark green facies. Quarry at roadside about 5 Km.
W of Holt farm (45Km. W of Vik)

8. Palaginite breccia, about 6 Km, W of Vik,
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