Writing your first research grant
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· Look at proposals already funded (e.g., your advisor’s, SERC)

· Cast a broad net, explore many funding sources

· Understand how your department and institution view different funding sources (e.g., NSF, NASA money may hold more weight)

· Pick your co-PIs carefully

· Lean all aspects of grant management (e.g., reporting, budgets, extensions)

· Learn how a grant moves through your institution (dept. chairs, deans, grants office, others?)


· Grants office often legally(?)/financially responsible for grants

· Ask about grants process when offered a position

· Can call program officer (PO) to as for extensions, etc.

· Get on listserv for all major funding agencies to receive solicitations

· Talk to grants officers about which solicitations you’re looking for

· Read the solicitations with extreme attention to detail

· Easy to get supplements from NSF once you’ve received a grant (e.g., RUE: research undergraduate experience)

· Serve on grant review panel (e.g., volunteer at NSF); good way to see strengths and weaknesses of proposals

· Should not propose work with your advisor; otherwise, it will look as though it’s just a continuation of your PhD work

· Major funding agencies (NSF) want to see pilot data showing that your work is worth funding

· Your dept. or institution may be able to provide seed money so that pilot data may be obtained

· Take annual reports seriously

· CUR offers grant-writing workshops

· NSF has its own format for CVs

· Acknowledge your funding source(s)!!!

Funding Agencies:
NSF- National Science Foundation

NASA- National Aeronautics and Space Administration

DOE- Dept. of Energy

DOD- Dept. of Defense

DOT- Dept. of Transportation




EPA- Environmental Protection Agency

Homeland Security

NIH- National Institute of Health

NOAA- National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

CUR- Council on Undergraduate Research

PRF- Petroleum Research Fund (part of ACS), offers Young Investigator Program (only competes with other early career people, requires no formal budget)

ONR- Office of Naval Research, also has Young Investigator Program

Private foundations

Acronyms/Nomenclature

PO- Program Officer

RFP- Request for Proposal

CUR- Council on Undergraduate Research

CCLI- Course Curriculum and Laboratory Improvement

SRO- Sponsored Research Office

Definitions

Collaborative grants vs. interdisciplinary grants:

· Collaborative grants are larger grants where the PIs are from different institutions across the country or internationally

· Interdisciplinary grants are grants proposed with co-PIs who have different expertise but are not necessarily from different institutions
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